Sergeant John Dana DUCHAK, R176475, RCAF Artist

John “Napper”’ Dana Duchak was born in Regina, Saskatchewan, 10 July 1921, the son of
Mike and Mary Duchak. John was educated in the Regina school system and enjoyed
playing hockey and lacrosse. He was a self taught artist, born with a talent to paint, draw,
and cartoons became his major creative ability, which formed a secret part of his official

RCAF art work overseas 1943-45.

John was first employed in Regina as a commercial artist in 1941 and early 1942. On 24
July 1942, he arrived at No. 2 Manning Depot in Brandon, Manitoba, and enlisted in the
Royal Canadian Air Force, he had just turned 21 years of age. At this point, it appears

fate stepped in and directed him to his love of drawing cartoons.

In early 1942, manning depots had taken over all RCAF aircrew selection programs, and
it was in these large reception centres where all new RCAF recruits were funnelled and in
the process changed from a civilian to an airman. Each new recruit appeared before an
aircrew selection board of at least two officers, and they examined his medical reports,
personal history file, and scores obtained on the Classification Test, and aptitude testing.
These officers decided if the candidate had good pilot potential or if he should be assigned
another aircrew category or ground trade. The candidate had no choice other than to
accept the board’s decision. In January 1942, there were five manning depots in Canada,

No. 1 in Toronto, Ontario, No. 2 in Brandon, Manitoba, No. 3 Edmonton, Alberta, No. 4 in



Quebec, and No. 5 in Montreal, Quebec. Most of the recruits were sent to Edmonton,

Brandon, and Toronto, the last of which had accommodation for five thousand men.

No. 2 RCAF Manning Depot, was formed at Brandon, Manitoba, on 29 April 1940, and
the staff strength in July 1942 was 35 officers and 280 other ranks. They processed an
average of 1,300 recruits per month, under Commanding Officer Wing Commander H. G.
Reid. The manning depot also published a high quality monthly magazine titled ‘““The
Airman’s Post” which featured a large amount of cartoons and a sexy pin-up lady created

by their artist AC2 P. Kuch.
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Artist Kuch was being posted to No. 2 Initial Training School at Regina, Sask., and they

needed a new artist for their publication.



When the selection board finished with John Duchak, he was selected for aircrew training
but he would first be posted to No. 2 Manning Depot, [29 August 1942] where he would

replace out going artist P. Kuch.
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The October 1942 issue of ‘“The Airman’s Post featured the last work of artist AC2 P.

Kuch and the first drawings from AC2 John Duchak, RCAF.
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No. 2 Manning Depot, Brandon, Man.

Hafl and farewell: Artist Kuch departs, Artist Duchak arrives.

The first cartoon by John Duchak depicts ex-artist Kuch leaving for the Initial Training

School and artist Duchak arriving at Brandon, No. 2 Manning Depot.



The signature trademark of RCAF artist AC2 John “Napper” Dana Duchak [R176475]

No. 2 Manning Depot magazine [The Airman’s Post] October 1942.
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SLIP-STREAM-LINES

“Breezy Bils from the Barracks”

“No, no, Doaks—1 sald, bring me & Wrench—W-R-E-N-C-H"

AC2 Duchak cartoons at No. 2 Manning Depot, September — October 1942



The next part of John Duchak’s RCAF training is a bit of a mystery, as his Ottawa
records do not show him posted to any Initial Training School or Elementary Flying
Training School. If he was selected for pilot training, he would spend four weeks at an
initial training school, followed by ten weeks of elementary flying training where the pilot
candidates came face to face with their first aircraft and the RCAF instructor who will
teach them how to fly it. John was posted to No. 2 Manning Depot on 29 August 1942 and

then directly to No. 12 SFTS on 6 November 1942, both located at Brandon, Manitoba.

On 6 November 1942, AC2 John Duchak proceeded to No. 12 S.F.T.S. at Brandon,
Manitoba, and joined Course #67 in training. The Daily Diary records on 1 December
1942, Course #67 pupils were interviewed in regards to their unsatisfactory progress and a
number failed the course. They received their wings on 18 February 43, and cleared the
station the following day. It would appear John Duchak failed this course, was reassigned,
and posted to No. 3 Bombing and Gunnery School at Macdonald, Manitoba, on 21

February 1943.

On 22 February 1943, Course #51 commenced at No. 3 B and G School with 90 trainees.
On 5 April 1943, AC2 Duchak was promoted to LAC, and graduated on 14 May 43. His
Gunnery Wings were presented by C.O. Group Capt. R.F. Gibb, AFC, with graduation of
63, 43 being RCAF who were posted to No. 1 “Y” Depot at Halifax, Nova Scotia. LAC

Duchak was promoted to Sergeant on graduation and arrived at Halifax on 19 May 1943.



On 17 June 43, Draft No.73, with 80 officers and 167 sergeants departed Halifax at 16:00
hrs. He arrived in the U.K. on 24 June 43, and was assigned to No. 23 Operational
Training Unit, where he repeatedly suffered airsickness and failed his operational

training.

The next step in Duchak’s air force career involves the very creation of No. 6 [RCAF]
Group and the Headquarters’ know as “Castle Dismal.” Canada’s indigenous bombing
group began operations at one minute after midnight on the first day of 1943. The
planning and creation of No. 6 Group on paper had began in August 1942, and this clearly
showed the RCAF was short on officers and required a number of RAF officers to be
posted [loaned] to the new Canadian group. This mix caused a number of serious
problems and a lot of training was required before the Canadians would be an effective
force on bombing operations. Air Vice-Marshall George E. Brookes, A.O.C. of No. 1
Training Command, was selected to provide a diplomatic bridge between the RAF senior
officers and the new Canadian airmen. In September 1942, Brookes first task was the
selection of a new permanent site for the Canadian Headquarters of No. 6 [RCAF] Group.
He found a rambling old seventy-five room Victorian style castle at Allerton Park near
Knaresborough and this was taken over by the RCAF. The property was owned by forty-
seven-year-old Lord Mowbray, and he showed no patriotism or love for the Canadians,
and complained vociferously about the war, the RCAF, and the alterations being done to
his rundown castle. The new RCAF officers soon found Brookes to have a few

shortcomings, lack of command experience, a very fussy man, inclined to dwell on trivial



British matters, and concentrated excessively on the renovations to his new castle. To the
majority of RCAF airmen, Allerton Park, [Allerton Hall] became known during its
Canadian tenancy as ‘“Castle Dismal.” This is where all bombing operations were planned

for No. 6 [RCAF] Group beginning on 1 January 1943.

On 5 January 1943, No. 6 [RCAF] Group H.Q. Allerton Park was officially changed to
read — “Allerton Hall.” The new Headquarters’ for the Dominion “HOME” Stations of

the Royal Air Force in England.
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DOMINION “HOME®" STATIONS

ReC.A.P, Overseas Headquarters Information Memorandwm No. 3 (Filo
No. S,2-12-1 dated 22nd March, 193, Ref: L.M.708/D, of 0. ) reads as
follows - _

It has now been agrecd that the following
further R,A.P, Stations, administered by No. 6 (R.C.A.F)
Group, bocame Daninion "Home" Stations with effuct from
1st January, 193, and are designeted as "R.C.A.F. Stations",

STATICN SATELLITE

LEBMING SKIPTCN ON SWiLE
MIDDLETON ST. GEOKGE CROFT

TOPCLIFFE DALTON AND DISHFORTH
ALLERTON HALL

AdAitional Stations, as and whan they are
taken over by No, 6 (R.C.A.F.) Group, will also become
Dominion "Home"™ 3tations,

It will be noted from the above that the nomenclature of No, 6
(R.C.A.F.) Group is now ALLERTON HALL and not Allorton Park, (Ref,
"A" to Bombor Oommand letter S,72228/0,P,1 datod 5th

January, 1943, ) > r\

for Air Officer Commanding,
No, 6 (R.C,A,F,) Group,

BOYAL AR FORCE,
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Historical %eecards - No, 6 R,C.A,F, Group.

La L new practics has bean initiatsd withim No. & R.C.A.F.
Giroup whersby warions branches prepars and submit marratives of their
aativitiss since the formation of the Group.

2. It is considared that such narratives provide matarial
of historical walus not obtainable from other sources and it 1s there-
fors intsnded to secure as many as possible,

3. Enclosed herewith are summaries prepared by the Group
Bombing Leader and the Oroup Gas/Fire Officer, eovering the sotivitlies
af thair Ssations aines formation, and additional summaries of a slmllar
nature will be forwarded from time to time as recelived.

14

(w. R.
for A.0.C=in=0., R.J.A.F. Overssan.

On 28 June 1943, orders were received that initiated the collection and publication of
historical records from No. 6 [RCAF] Group, which were titled “Summary of Activities.
At first these typed sheets of ‘secret’ information was very simple and contained no art
work or cartoons. Unknown to Sgt. John Ducahk, these reports would form a major part

of his future RCAF wartime career.



On 22 November 1943, [after failing his Bombing and Gunnery course] Sgt. John Dana
Duchak was posted to R.C.A.F. Overseas Headquarters, known as RCAF Overseas.
Formed on 1 January 1940, it was based in London, [20 Lincoln’s Inn Fields] where it
provided a central location for personnel records and general RCAF administration. By
1943, the administration had top authority over the movement of Canadian RCAF
personnel in England, working closely with RCAF H.Q. at Allerton Hall. It is not clear
why Sgt. Duchak was posted to RCAF Overseas, but this was possibly due to his artistic
talents. He was also possibly involved in the forming of No. 19 Dental Company, as he

completed at least three newsletter covers for this new unit in early February-March-

April 1944,
Flle; 3123—-1—5 Be e
ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE
OVERSEAS HEADQUARTERS
SECRET e ' 20, LINCOLN'S INN FIELDS,

G0 LOMDOM, W.C.2



The RCAF Overseas official badge was an eagle in flight over a blue disk [sky] and in its
claws it carried a sprig of branch from a Canadian Maple tree. Six Maple Leafs show in

the design. Il was approved by King George VI, in June 1944.

In 1938, the Canadian Dental Association lobbied the Minister of National Defence to
create an independent dental service for use by the Canadian Army, Navy, and Air Force.
By 1939, the Canadian Army Dental Corps was replaced by the Canadian Dental Corps,
which provided diet and oral dental standards for servicemen and servicewomen around
the world. In December 1942, No. 18 Base [Dental] Company, RCAF, was formed at
London, England, under command of Major L. L. Kent, from Lachine, Quebec. In charge
of the Canadian Dental Corps of the RCAF in England, was Lt. Col. E. M. Wansbrought,

M. M., E.D., from Shelburne, Ontario. As more Canadian graduates of the British



Commonwealth Air Training Plan reached Britain, the demands for the Dental Corps
were increased and the expansion from a single Base Company to two Base Companies
was announced in February 1943. No. 19 [Dental] Company, was formed at RCAF Station
Leeming in March 1943. By October 1943, dental work done for the RCAF in England,
involved 11 mobile clinics, which attended bomber and fighter bases, plus No. 18 Base in
London and No. 19 Base [Company] at Leeming. In October 1943, 7,600 patients received
treatment totalling 13,000 operations by forty-three dental officers and more than 100
dental assistants. On 22 November 1943, Sgt. Duchak possibly joined this select group of
dental technicians and assistants which were staffed by a large number of female
members of the RCAF’s Women’s Division. No. 19 Dental Company left Station Leeming
and moved to No. 6 [RCAF] Group H.Q. on 15 December 1943. The artistic talents of Sgt.
Duchak were soon discovered by senior RCAF officers and on 21 December 1943, he was

officially posted to No. 6 [RCAF] Group H.Q. at Allerton Hall on “General Duties.”
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This was the first “Bombing Digest”” cover with art drawn title, possibly created by Sgt.
Duchak, late November 1943. He had just been posted to RCAF Overseas Headquarters

on 22 November 1943.
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Cover art by Duchak for the 24 February 1944 issue of the No. 19 Company, Canadian
Dental Corps Newsletter. This is making fun of the No. 19 Company O. C. Major R.A.
Gilbert, from St. Thomas, Ontario. You must keep in mind No. 19 Company did dental

work on the most senior officers at “Castle Dismal” Allerton Hall, and it was made up of



45 dental assistants from the RCAF Women’s Division. Thus, this cartoon cover art

featured some form of sexual humor directed at their Commanding Officer.
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In March 1944, O.C. [Officer Commanading] of No. 19 Company Canadian Dental Corps,

Major R.A. Gilbert was promoted to Lt. Colonel and artist Duchak gave his



congratulations with a special cover art. Sgt. Duchak was now on charge No. 6 [RCAF]
Group, [Ground] at Allerton Hall, as their official artist, however it appears he had close
connections to the newly formed No. 19 Company Dental Corps, the connection is

unknown.

APPENDIX
RAF. FORM '
HQ. Ko, 6 (R.0.AF) GROUP

Sgt. Duchak was officially posted to No. 6 [RCAF] Group H.Q., as an artist on 25 January
1944. In February 44, he became the N.C.O. placed in charge of a new formed art section,

with three draftsman working under him. His first cover art for operational duties



“Summary of Encounters” appeared March 1944, followed by 28 more covers which I
have in my collection. It is possible he created more than the 29 known RCAF covers,

which were classified secret, resulting in most being destroyed.

The No. 6 [RCAF] Group, H.Q. monthly “Summary of Activities” publications officially
began in 28 July 1943. These early editions were small, containing 10 to 12 pages of typed
secret information and no artwork. Each month the pages of information increased, April
1944, had 21 pages, May 1944, contained 26 pages, and the June 1944, increased to 28
pages. This information was classified “secret”, printed in limited copies and distributed
to 54 units of the RCAF in Bomber Command located in Yorkshire, England. Each month
a new summary publication arrived and the old copies were ordered to be destroyed by

RCAF Headquarters.
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In May 1944, Sgt. Duchak was granted permission to create small black and white
drawings to add to the Summary of Activities publication, and he created hundreds of

cartoons for the title pages. A few samples are shown, but each month he created ten to



twenty new images for the RCAF Summary of Activities, plus full page cartoons. Some

images were later repainted in color and survive today.
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1. Tho Hun cen thank the wathor for sany leads of bashae not dropped
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on numercus occasions aircreft suro bombed up, ormwm briofed, cpommtioml
sutls merved, only to have the cporation serubbod.

2. In spite of weethor ms indifferemt as 4t wos durlng July, the Group
mapnaged to fly 2741 oporntionnl sortiss and dropped 5337 tons of bomba, This
wua only 196 sorties snd 610 tons losa than June, a truly good performanco,
under the ciromstencos, The percontage of alromft cttoclcing the primacy
targot reachsd s pew high of 95,26
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targota, This can only be attributed to o lewsr standard of mnavigation at

thess “squadrons than ot the othors, It ia up to the

tlon officars at

theco units to mec that treining is espocinlly dirooted to improvement in

this connsgtion,



This header with cartoon art first appeared in the June 1944 issue.
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25, July has seen & continued sosbination of daylicht and pight sttacks
by the alromift of the Groip,

26, An our loases on daylight ottacks contimis tobo very mmall, it ia
qulte possibles that dsoper penetrablens may take pluce in the future, With
tint cbject in view, it is & good 1den for crews to becme used to some fom
of looss formntion flying so an to koop up’ the concontmitlon and anse tho job
of the fighter cover on longer sortles, A set of disgrums and instructions
for & simple squadren fomation are in course of propamstion snd will be
dlptributed as soon as they are available.

27. It ip vory important that all airemft adherd strlotly to Eﬂi on
Anylight oporstdens, ao it hes beon found that any airomfi that mnders over
. even b small dofonded ares umally emcounters accurate and unplessant opposition,

28, Conforsing to the lsdid-down tectics for anz.tqr_'liguht url:tﬂn? 1: Just
as important ss on & night attack, Captains suet o] end o
{ndivisuniints nt the exponse of concentraticn simply bosause it 1o doylipht,

B -2 -
Sorvicoability
1, Owvemll Sprviscabllity throughout ths SGroun :urru:a;nﬂ that of last

oonth rith 891 as cospared with Bl 2.

ua, The avemge Tlying hours for cvemge strength of airemfl in all
threa oporotional bones, slthouph dosroasing from 62,7 to 59 hours por aircmft
i prmadebly pood, conadidering thot thieo ssundeoss gomeertod to dAfTeront
tyres 2nd o fourth fomeed emgpletely durdlng the current month. '

;3. Honourn for individml Squsdrons for the best overdll sorvicesabllity
and thu most hours flown por plvarmft on strongth go to Mo, L2 Squadron with
e 5o sorviooblo and Do, 420 Squadron with 72,7 hours por wirorart,

. Lidi, Ho, 415 Sgquadron boesma fully oporciionsd io Mo, 6 (ROAF) Group oo
the 26th July end sterted well by sonding off all of 1ta indtinl eqod poont
cdyoraf’s on tho 28/29th July, its Cfiret cpomtion.



These small header cartoon captions reveal the true ability and originally of Sgt. Duchak.
The title for the RCAF ground crew making aircraft repairs soon became their unofficial

motto — “U Bend Em - We Mend Em.”

It has been well documented by famous historians and official RCAF publications, that
the forming of No. 6 [RCAF] Group involved hidden private fighting with hostile words.
In short, the British RAF High Command did not want the formation of No. 6 RCAF
Group. The R.A.F. chiefs wanted the Canadians to remain under British control in the
existing RAF groups. This became a political nightmare for both the Canadian Liberal
Government in Ottawa, and the British Government under Churchill. In the end the
Canadians won, for the simple reason it was politically desirable to form the new ‘all-

Canadian’ Group.

Even Sir Arthur T. Harris, the Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief R.A.F. Bomber
Command, had little respect for the RCAF’s Air Officer Commanding 6 Group, Air Vice-
Marshal G. E. Brookes, who he nicknamed “Babbling Brook.” Harris was equally critical
of the Canadian 6 Group Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief overseas, Air Marshal “Gus”

Edwards, who he described as unsuitable for any Command.

When No. 6 [RCAF] Group demanded to be equipped with new Lancaster aircraft,

“Bomber” Harris drew a line, which is still disputed by historians today. From the



National Bestseller — “Reap the Whirlwind” published in 1991, page 15. In September
1942, Harris wrote to Portal — “I fail to see why we should give these people, [Canadians]
who are determined to huddle into a corner by themselves on purely political grounds, the

best equipment [Lancaster aircraft] at the expense of British and other Dominion crews.”

Harris was true to his word, and for the majority of No. 6 [RCAF] Group aircrew, the
Halifax bomber became their dominant aircraft, which they flew through the toughest

days, and costliest period of World War Two.

Even finding a new headquarters for the Canadians proved to be a British political
struggle, as Lord Mowbray put up many obstructions for the RCAF taking over his
enormous castle estate of two thousand acres. The main building [Allerton Castle] was
located four miles east of Knaresborough, at Allerton Mauleverer, some ten miles east of

Harrogate, England.



Post Card image of Allerton Park

In the early months of 1943, No. 6 [RCAF] Group regularly recorded the highest
casualties in RAF Bomber Command, and the worst early return to base rates of all
squadrons. It took time and combat experience for the RCAF to mature and form a true
team spirit from a new ‘independent Canada.’ All members of No. 6 [RCAF] Group knew
they were the first non-British formation of this size to ever become part of R.A.F.
Bomber Command, but they needed a symbol to pull them together as one. I believe this

impressive winged 6 with bomb symbol, became their ‘own’ new RCAF identity.



APPENDIX ﬁnﬁh
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In March 1944, Sgt. Duchak created his first black and white cover for the Summary of
Activities and this became his unofficial insignia for No. 6 [RCAF] Group, appearing in a
number of different designs. It appears to me, this 1944 cover art was a very fast sketch
done by the artist, possibly just an idea forming in his head. He improved on his original
design in the May and July cover issues and this slowly became the ‘unofficial’ insignia for

No. 6 [RCAF] Group, H.Q. in England.

At the same time, he created a yellow six with grey bomb inside, imposed over a red

Maple Leaf, which began to appear in cover art as well as his full page cartoons. I believe



this impressive symbol became the missing link the RCAF aircrew in England needed, to
show they were an independent Canadian bomber force. This also became the trademark
for the artist, appearing below most of his drawings, maps, charts, and cartoons, created

in his art room at Castle Dismal, Allerton Hall, from June 1944 to May 1945.




This black and white image appeared on hundreds of drawings, all classified as “Secret.”
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By July 1944, the Summary of Activities cover became very detailed artwork, which I

believe Duchak took pride in creating.






In the same month, [July 1944] this impressive symbol [A Red Maple Leaf superimposed
over a White Rose of York] had slowly become the “unofficial’’ insignia for all members
of No. 6 [RCAF] Group, manufactured by Crest Craft in Saskatoon, Canada, and worn in

England with pride as a cloth badge [left] and also as a British made ‘sweetheart’ pin.



A new design appeared on the RCAF Education cover page in January 1945.



His final “Victory Number” cover design in April 1945.

No. 6 [RCAF] Group was transferred from England to RCAF Eastern Air Command,

Halifax, Nova Scotia, on 14 July 1945, and began to organize and train for RAF “Tiger



Force.” The atomic bombing of Hiroshima [6 August 45] and Nagasaki [9 August 45]
resulted in the Japanese acceptance of the Allied terms of surrender, officially signed 2
September 45. No. 6 [RCAF] Group was disbanded on 1 September 1945, and now

became Canadian aviation history.



e
When it
decided that a m:n
Squadron should form part
of the Path Pinder Foroe,
the honour fell to the lot
of No. LO5 Squadron. It is
bocause of this that we focl that our
roots are stil] in the old Croup and we greatly
appreciate tis opportunity of contributing to this
monthly summary of toploal ‘nows and inforration.

Pollowing the loas of W/Cdr. CuWe Polmor, D.P.Cs,
who was rvportud mssing from operations against Cup
Gris Noz on thu morning of Seuptumboer 26th, ¥W/Cdr.

Hsde Morriscn, DeS.0., D.FeC. has assumcd command
of thu Squadron.

Somu of the Month'c Targots

Foaturing among othur targets attaocked
during tho past month wure Lo Havre, Emdon, Wanne
Sickel, Prankfurt, Nordatorn, Cep Grig Noz und
Sottrop, totolling in ell 136 sortdus for the losa
of four niroraft, or throu purcent of all sortdus
1lcWne

'Ops* liours

Doy oporational flying hours cxocuded those of night operztions
ty 203110 hra. Inddvidusl totals wery - Doy Operationsl 313:20 hra.
Night operational 110:00 hHrs.

Notu: Hy way of intareat, thoe totsl night operztional hours
flown nooruvd soluly from our singlc night operaticn against
Pronkfurt, :

hoz 8 liours

Total Non-Opurational flylng tines fur the month worv
Doy 394:25, Might 135:00. =
Though in no way comparably with
August's grand totad of 1,302 Uporationnd .
and Nons=Operaticnal flying houra, wu feul
Supteuber's bag off 819:20 connot bo
bolittled in viuw of our almost non-
oxistunt night sortiuva.

On 19 April 1943, No. 405 Squadron became part of No. 8 Pathfinder Group at Gransden
Hodge, Beds., and they were honoured by Sgt. Duchak in June 1944, issue of Summary of

Activities.
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and cartoon poster art. The

for special events

Sgt. Duchak created full page drawings

Maple Leaf design.

with his trademark 6 Group bomb,

9

Royal visit in August 1944



r Chief Marshal SIR A.T. HARRIS kce rmnrc

- il
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"Our total saswlties in the oapiure Qoluls &nd Gris Nee wero iunder
300 end ower 11,000 prisciers were saptured. Considering the strongth of tho
dofonoes ouch o sucoves would bawe boun impoamible but for tho agourato
consiotint wnd timely offort of Bombor Oomonnd,

I hops you will nooupt sy oinoore approcistion of @l you did for us
wid poas ch to your staff rmd ndrorows ond ground stoffo oy thanks for thia
indi spenpoble shore in this vory satisfostory cporntim. I hopo your
onsunliivs wura light-.

Ar Ohict Mwrshal i Avthwe Haris replivd as fellovs:

®"leny thunks for your moaasgo snd oongratulatlons on paoocasiful oubooms
uf oie tiird combined ghonnedl port opuration.®

THAMKS
FELLAS ‘f"f

Sgt. Duchak could turn a special message into an art poster.
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Full page cartoon art with a warning, and a depressed Luftwaffe vulture image which

appeared in many cartoons.



FLT. ENGINEER

i
Log Sheuta

There has biem n Bg doprovemsnt in log
kouping rucontly, but thero ia atill room for
grent improvomant in thoet ruspesot. Tho mojority
of Flight Engincers do not nttzoh unough
Inportonoe to log sheota, soow Enpinders rognad
thes s more of loas & "bnd*, o "gomo
that thoy hove boon told they pust £ill in ®; but
0 DuHells thu log shuot preasonts = Yaluablo
roacrd of ddlyapaft porfurmaneo, Quito oftun date
oxtraobod fronm thom neo instrumontal in meddfi-

" oaticng boing e rried out o the clooxafts

A acourcty ol oompletc log is somcthing to e proud of tnd ia' s
ke orvidld 0 the Plisht By ingor oomoumids Some "oasusl™ lop fillars soom
to forpet thet thole nasas wee on the top right band comer of tho sheots

Muoh volusble infamation hia beon prined fra the Putrul Conpuption
Beturns whioh the Squadrons cre sonding % this Hosdguartors; snd thay
will bu morv veluable still, if Plight Engineor londers will cnsurv thok
thens retums resch thin Headoquarters ws soon sy pogsible sfter
operatlif. :

The retum which desls with "Hepad. & in Flight" owrcriod cut by plight
Bnpineors; is of great volus % all Pilots wnd Flight Bnginesrs now that
u sy 18 detributed to all squadrons and Hesvy Conversion Undte,
giving an sgpomt of all "Repalirs in Flight" earpded cut in the varicus
Groups. Plight Hoginweor Lleaders aro ruminded that dotedled reports are
-th:;ut.:.hw-l, whan pubrdtting the above-smtloned rotum on 28th of ovory
{4

i_ B Huw Plight Bnpincars Lop Bhoit

428 Squsdrun, the aquadran thot wes plokod cut of the hnt W try tho
nuw log shout, bove exhauwstod thoir supply, end in socosdunce with
instruotione froo Dowbur Domssond, have aubedittod thoedr commsonts and
auggestiones To pus it in e nuteholl, they spock vory highly of the log
Bnd it 10 to bo hopel bhet 1t will bo in usu gunorally In the nwor futurog
outiplute with the Havigaturs Log Poldur which
will bu losuoed with the logs

Flight Biginver Lusdory Qe

r Flight Ingincer Loaders aro
o wneure that @mginours sol-
wotod to attend the Luaders
Coursa hawe a therouph
mowlodpe of Flight
Enginear and Pilcta Kotua
Guonorel bufors procceding
to Nus & 3 of T—T-p Gk
Athri,

August 1944 issue, which contained 18 pages of cartoon art just like this one.



At times, during the last
five yoars, it has bean extromely
difficult to realiss just how
uwrht a part sca~aining has

been playing in the wwaring dowmn
of the Nasi war-machine. Now,

to the flow of men and matericl
to the fronts snd of raw

*oho of the croey's
*warfuel® supply has bean the
woat isportant repult of the
ses-mining operaticns, but tho
followin;; results have bopn
achioved in ‘additicn:

(a) Many hundréds of ships
oarrying valuable
oargoos have becn sunk
or dsmagod,

(b) The Ubcat cmpaign has
Loun very severoly
hacporods

(o) WOR of tho Corman Nawy is

now exployed in a vain
attespt to keop their
channols olear of =ines.

(4d) Countloss ships that oculd bu of
the utzoat use to their Marchant Navy have buan coemandosred for

mino —gwocpdng purpcscs.

(o) Noutral countrics have beocmo most ohary of chartaring thoir ships
to Gorman ports,

(f) The excroise areas that arv svailsble for working-up submarinos and
othor navel waits have boon greatly rostrictods

Special art created for ‘“Sea Mining” August 1944.
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'-:.' .-,.-I._. Ia wiow of the iforcasing nomber and  depth of our
sent L e hylipht (ematrations 4t is as well to cxaming one or
- *° two podints that have bugoome spparent in the past monthe.

3 bn one dayldpht Jtieck on thoe Aubr, sn siroraft
wull off tha ad;g;u of Ehe gbronm wg unl'_agud I:g" l‘l.u.k} at
this samo momant, airornft ma much e two mlus omy from tho
engnpemunt wops pown to do diving turns awny from it] Our grostost
safoty in daylipght lics in conoontration, ond nothing will dostroy
thot conountrotion morw than useluss oozt sotion.

Barouta to n targt in doylight this past month 1% Wes quite
. obvious thot a let of slrepsft wore emiineally slburdng eovurss: o
cnoure thuir alwayp boing in the oonioo of the stroas, probobly with .
thi iden thot 16 wWos "palertherus I you ore in the bomber atrusm :
mder normal conoantration conditions your ootusl _‘*
i
r-l'

position in it, whoethir oumntre; top, side or
bottom, wekos no diffuronce whetsoevors Thorefora
syvold mneoussnry jookaying nboot in the strooun.

Cruwe should clweys bune in mind the fact
that im daylight the "strle burate® of flok will
heng in the sky for n long time (op ouch =8 10
minutos on & aclm doy ), wnd as & rosmdt, they
e opt to ke tw odatakos; Ciratly,- o think
Hwira 1y mush moro oppopd tion then there really
ia, mnd peoondly, t prusems thure is & barrego
whin notually sunll prodictod "sewn" unpego-
ments are boin, undortekan, Heve & good louk
. ond don't by fotl.d.

¢

dnother ovil of uwel ss coobot cotden is, of
coursdy ite ndverse affuot on buebing aoouraoy.
You onnot bosh esouratuly dudng o corksoruw or
cmything spprosohing i, == atrright ond luvol is
the wogs ¥ '

a1l our sdromft arc now opuretdoncily equipped -
with tho Typo "B instrllotion and cur nert night T
raid will probobly sce 1t useds Thoe absulute nocossdty

of having tids vguipnmt switohod on when dutadlod

onnet e ovar-atruesed, as rathor @plesgant rooults

in the foure of o-lorgs lesuo of msohine-gun fire

probably be forthooming 1f 1% la net one

In future, oll leotgus by the Taoties Officcs to Donvorsicn
Urlt orows will e glvim ot the Adrorew Sohoul, Doltun. This will
Eo-n long sy to l.l:l.l'l.u-.l.n; oumpleote ooy rage of ol airorew bofore thay

1y
!‘ i arrive ai w - .:. .




On thy finnl uy of bhe aU0UAQ yoar off its vxistoncu s 4 Canodimn
@it of Busbur Olpnond, the R.C.A-Pe Bugbor Group cummnnded by ade Yiou Murghol
“.}. HeBwun, C.B.y M.C-, D.FeC. ond Bor, Mentreol, ot in stwrength in the. city
of Yurk tu observe thuy onmiversory.

As nuirdy vne thousand. wirmen and adrwaien marchu through thu tneiunt
strovis, thoe Cunadian Engign enc the ReCodeFo Ensign flew :buve the Mansion
livuse, scat of tie Lerd Moyor.

Pur the fipst tias in its cunturivs of histury, tiw untire ourvice in
the Yurk Minstor Cathedral was ouonductud by “oubside” olergymn, wand Gradp
Cuptean G.0. Lightbourn, durerz, Ont., Sanir Protestont Cheplain off the HeCoAWT
Qvurseas A Squeren Ipeder F.W. MocLean, Winnkpug, vificiated. Group Coptrin
_ightbourn, in reeurdaneo with trodition, welcum the Lerd Moyor ot thd groat
woust Cuors of the Minster, which are wpuned only fur the King, thu archiishuy,
‘i, on otute vocosiong,  Flight Officer Iskbel Mutch, former letrop litnn Opern
singur Frow Reginn sung "lcjoioc Gruatly” fru. Henlel's "lessizh®.

One Sgquadren of the paradu attandud n servicu in St.Wilrril's Reizal
Cuth.lic Pirish Church cunduetud by Gruup Captain W.V. MeGirtiy, Huddfax, K.i.,
Semiur it.G. Chaplain of the ReCedeF. Oversuis, wad Snuadron Luwlur George
Fitzpurold, padre ot pne of thoe Cunadidn sthtiuns.

The parwde wag led by Group Captadn slH.C. Rutledgu o Qfkewiae !
Winnipug, wrgenized by Flight Licuteriont C.E. Hedlingsworth,, Wotaplue, Out. oo

insluded twe flights of the Wouen's Divisiun uf' the ReCedsFaand onv flight of
Usiestel®s  Cnuiion simson frum tws Of the M.A.M. Groupdialso at¥endec.

CAPtur the gervious, the pardle, led by thu militeary band of ReOede ¥
Botibusr Croup dendquarters under the dircoticn of Worrent Qfficer C.0. Hunt,
Turuntu, murobud past thy, steps of thu Mansion Huusc whuro Air MNersbed Lloyd
5. Bruadnor, CeBe, DeS.Cs, Alr Offioch Clidending —in-Chiuf, [eCedel’s OwWurscns,
touk the -onlute os bombers of the Canadinn Gruup flow wvverhead. With Air
Mirshnl Brundner wera: The Lerd Mayod of Yurk, Hwwrold.G. Deburgh, Shordff
JoHe Koys, Adr Vioe Maxshal O.Me MolWwen, adirVieo Marshnl ds Pe M. :Spgndors, C.b,
C.B.E., ropresunting Air, Chief Marsinl Sir arthuk 7. Hurda, air 0ffiour
Cormonding ~in-Chief', Boidur Coymand;, Adr ‘Cummodiirea’ Gu Re - 8lumon , - C.BuE. of
Bolleville, Ont:, R.E. McBurney, Ottawn, Senior Ar Stuff officer ufl the
Cconudian Griup, J«G, Bryons, Snskatoun mal Vietoria and JvLe JHurley, Ottow.;
Gruup Coptudn B.C. Noble, Twrente, Dipcaotur of Medical-Sarvices, ReCsiel.
gversvas nnd Squsdren Leader sary Enight, Wimdpcg, acls C. t Alr Vice Merahal
Mk,

1 January 1944, the 2" Anniversary of No. 6 [RCAF] Group in England.
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homing
- proscduro ‘af lodd o o !

Sinow the beginndng of tho war, rity of Pogbur Commil'o
targets have boon large induestrlal arcas oowering govural sgquare milong
whopu prooision bumbing wis not cabentisl to fulril tho tosk of
ubld arcting these oross, Thesy ounditions prevailed wmtdl proporatiung
for tho invasion of the continent bogon wilth aticcks oo enony
marahailing yords, sorodrooos ond ecaatol defundiss Thoat wara
ecaparatively amadl $rgote, bul thay Jore son to be followoed by
nttnoks o tho flying basb pltus whore o "mies wna ca good o3 a mdle" .
sPur tho prostor phad thoad trrpotn wore lightly dufunded ond atteoked
in dnylight, thubs uffuring vppertnitice for uzeollant bomldng runs

an aodurato burbings Pinelly, with the lnvosicon, suppest wng glven to
vur wmics by sttscks o atrongly hold oy, pusdtlong whors saoslrngy
was usacntisl if tho dnfoty of cur troups wes to bo canurods

Wo hove hed, theroforu; Tour months of proslslon torgets durdng
whioh timg there hes bean rmply ‘opportmity % loprove tho bombing
tochniqus of wur grvwss Unfortonstoly this hes bom o Al magpodntdngly
lang ond alow progcas with tho rosult that ur banhing socurngy i85 now
little buottor thon 1€ wea four muthe-ngue

. Thet so such of olir éfforts, wnd ot only our efforts but thame
soncerned who have done thelr pert to bring
mmnhnulibumh:drﬂrﬂmmtnfu.
tho part of tho Oaptain Navigator snd Bomb Admer, 1s a
; he osse is not hopoloas - far from if,
I ; 'Iu'lhumhmlhwﬁllifﬂﬂ.l
wnnton wastage and Usuless risk of, orow liveo i to ownsvs Squadson
ﬂmmﬂtﬂanmmﬂmmltmmnﬂﬂhﬂfum_mfn
bombdng errors, bringing be light the regults of theso analyscs &t

ow pupdlar dntervals in lootures on the art of sooursts borbings Heow

crvws'in prréisular, mint bo impressod with tho ur pand
' psad for this socursoy wo sooft na thoy srrive ond the
Ilmllnhmq_n '
Foilww to ldenkify tho sdming peint

mnd Ansoourets banbing arter tho

polnt hes boon iduntified, prusat tha
twn midn:forms of basking errore .
Pailurs to identify. the pludng point |
in lorgely o eatterief bad, X
rm:l_..gnﬁm end pogr mop readings )
forrltury progenting topograpiinal
#Hrioul ki oboh os Horth

Wostern Burope rogilirus tho

highuat stendsed of Dells |

pavigntion, which is only .

brought about by oonsodun tlous

and mrthodienl spplioationg of

ting cheaka nnd '

trifings, L
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This American 8™ Air Force [B-17 tail] and 6 RCAF Group [Halifax] nose art cartoon

appeared full page in August 1944. Note — Canadian Beaver as nose art.
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IT WRS THIS LONG 47

“Fishpond” was the codename given to a British H2S airborne tail warning radar, which
was suppose to detect enemy aircraft and German night fighters from belly attacks on

bomber aircraft. It’s radar signal was unknowingly attracting German night fighters to



the very Allied bombers, it was designed to protect. The cat and mouse game was

captured in this cartoon.

JuST A TRICK
OF THE TRADE

RCAF ground crew humor directed at their Officers.



Sgt. Duchak began to use his yellow six, grey bomb, over a red Maple Leaf as his
trademark. He also created a cartoon featuring German pilot Otto and his son Otto Jr.

Note - the RCAF aircrew giving a hair cut - “Short Cut.”



A caution for RCAF bomber aircrew to watch for the new German jets.



The creation of bomb charts became a monthly report in the Summary of Activities.
These were drawn by the three draftsman who worked under Sgt. Duchak, and were all

classified ‘“Secret.”
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No. 6 [RCAF] Group map by draftsmen J. W. Kressler who worked under Sgt. Duchak

and created many maps and charts, which appeared in Monthly Summary of Activities.



Sgt. Duchak and his three artists were all cleared to “Top Secret” as they were reading
secret classified RCAF bomber material on a daily basis. The monthly Summary of
Activities was first read by senior officers in No. 6 [RCAF] Group Headquarters, then
passed on to senior officers in RCAF squadrons. This also contained special drawn maps

of each bomber raid into Germany and the position of each aircraft in the bomber stream,

called ‘“Gaggle Formation.”
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Thu Teluprintor Svotiom kupt up thuir good rveard this wonth, Thoy
headed the list in Monthly Spoud of Anywur Tusts for thoe sccond time since thuse
tests woru inaugurated four months ogu, the overnge spoud of' onswur being
fourteen suconds.

For a period of tluwe consceutive days during this past month a chuck
wes kopt on nll the tulephore culls on the Allurton Adain. 3witchboard from
8 o'clock in the nurming until 8 o'olock at night, During this period thurs
wore 6,880 calls loggud, or «n avorng. throughuut tho whole period of moru
than thrue poer minute !l (Inoidentally,during these throd days the weather
w23 oven worse than usuul anu thers wure ne opurations in progruss ). Toking
into conslduration the numbuer of “quiot poriods®, such ns bufore 0900, during
lunch hour and aftur 1730, it is uasy to see that the average under normal
daytine condltions would bu considerzbly greater. In faot, somotimes the
pirls wuld really necd on extes pair of hends to gdve spoudiur swvicu than
they do at prusunte

50 ==e=e—=se- Nuxt timc you pick up yuur tcluphone and the Qperator
dogs not angwor you immedintuly but keeps you walting impaticntly for ten
or (iftoon svounds, please bucr in witind the nbove bit of' informntion.

Ghe ME .
- PHEATTAER I N

. "
1 g v "
a"ﬁ- S A P4T SE
A " A\ mq' TO wv SPE
N L wWhAT !
THE VINEY

e P C R
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The Allerton Hall RCAF switchboard was a very busy place in 1944-45. It was staffed by
RCAF Airwomen [W.D.] and 444 were on strength in September 1944. The total strength
of all ranks operating at Allerton Hall in 1944, was 718. They included 149 RCAF
Officers, 20 RAF Officers, 249 RCAF other ranks, and 261 RCAF [W.D.] other ranks,

with 20 assorted RAF other ranks and one Canadian Army officer. The W.D. RCAF



switchboard became the main line of communication, captured in this July 1944, cartoon

by Sgt. Duchak.

*BLACK MIKE'S" BOYS

"The exnct composition of tho Canadian Rombor Group is o
military secrot, It is mannod 99% by Conadians (ineluding
ground and administrative orows)e Its aquadrone, oporating
from four brses in lorthorn Britain, asve charsctoristic names,
Alougtto, Poreupino, Gooso, Mooso, Thundorbird and Dison.

MEN OF ALL THE SQUADRCHS CGHSIDAER TIEMSELVES THE CREAM OF

THE R.C.4.P,., SCORN CASUAL ATTIFE, KEEP THE WIRE TN THEIR CAPS,

ALYAYS LOOK AS IF TiEY WERZ READY FOKR DRESS PAR/DE."

———




The first A.O.C. of No. 6 [RCAF] Group, Air Vice-Marshal George Brookes gave no
priority to obtaining decorations for the Canadians under his bomber command. That all
changed on 29 February 1944, when Air Vice-Marshal Clifford Mackay McEwen, known
as “Black Mike”, took over command. He ordered RCAF base commanders to increase
the number of award submissions, and this had a desired effect on morale and

performance. This is reflected in the Duchak cartoon - “Black Mike’s” Boys.



The No. 17 cover art for “Bombing Digest” in October 1944.



Hitler and his V-1 rocket charge off a cliff in France, and the depressed vulture

“Luftwaffe’” waits for the crash.






1NCO0NTER

The cover art for December 1944 “Gunnery Encounters” would appear inside the same

edition, under Squadron training.
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goillicr opnditiens khin monil wrre, poiatally mow adverae tha thom
wrperiopeed Surkng Nevasbedt Beaplie Slag thimnT, Tk t1al metar of
radflne holdrs somelitcd skl aooparstively the sase, thais Gndlesting moreranrrlah e
cnthistans on the part of e Squadrors for sy tmledng. fortamtels, Fermter,
with the sreeption of Mafds trsiclng, sir detalls aoeploted Indiante? n Imetle
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By March 1945, at least 102 copies of Monthly Summary of Activities were being printed,
bound in booklet form and delivered to appointed units, above. These booklets contained
all secret classified No. 6 RCAF Group information with a large number of Sgt. Duchak
cartoons, charts, and bomber stream attacks of Germany. Beginning January 1945,

special instructions were received and ordered drawn on the front cover art by Sgt.

Duchak.
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The last offensive operation by No. 6 [RCAF] Group was an attack on two coastal
batteries on Wangerooge Island, on the eastern end of the Frisian island chain. The date
was 25 April 1945, and the Canadian Group sent 192 bombers of 482 that hit the target.
Six bombers would be lost due to tragic pilot error, as one bomber lost control when it hit

the slipstream of another, lurched into a third, and in seconds six bombers were lost. Four



of the aircraft were from No. 6 Group and all twenty-eight Canadian occupants were
killed. This map of the attack was drawn by draftsman J. W. Kressler on 4 May 45, the

last gaggle formation completed at Allerton Hall.




The War in Europe was over and the Canadian bombers were coming home.
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A cover by draftsman J.W. Kressler, end of April 1945
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Special technical ‘“Secret” detailed drawings were also created at Allerton Hall and

published in the Summary of Activities, plus printed as poster size training aids for the



RCAF squadrons involved. This was drawn by an RCAF artist named Davies, who

worked under Sgt. Duchak.
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Sgt. Duchak and his staff also produced hundreds of RCAF charts which appeared

monthly in the Summary of Activities booklet. GEE was a British radio aid using three



ground transmitting stations. H2S was an airborne ground-mapping radar aid to

navigation and target identification.




It was time to return to Canada, where No. 6 [RCAF] Group would join the Americans in
bombing Japan. This Canadian navigator is taking his RCAF files, and Allerton Hall is

seen in the background.
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This is the April 1945 [last] cover art created by Sgt. Duchak, with the RAF [left] and
RCATF [right] flags flying from the ‘‘unofficial”’ badge of No. 6 [RCAF] Group, Yorkshire,
England. This was created by Sgt. Duchak with the Canadian Maple Leaf superimposed
over a white rose of York. This clever design symbolized the close association the

Canadian Bomber crews had with the people of Yorkshire, from 25 October 1942 until 14



July 1945. This badge would now move to Halifax, Nova Scotia, and join the Americans to

bomb the Japanese in the invasion of Japan.

On 25 October 1946, King George VI, gave authority to the official badge of No. 6 [RCAF]

Group, Headquarters, with the motto — Sollertia et ingenium, [Initiative and Skill].

It’s amazing how close this official RCAF Headquarters badge is to the ‘unofficial’ badge

created by Sgt. Duchak in 1944. This official badge was never used at Allerton Hall,



[closed 14 July 45] in fact, No. 6 Group was disbanded at Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada,
on 1 September 1945. I’m not sure why this badge was even created, possibly ordered for
official use by No. 6 [RCAF] Group as part of the upcoming bombing campaign against
Japan in Tiger Force. Then the war suddenly ended and the badge was placed in files and
forgotten, along with the art of Sgt. Duchak. Today some modern internet historians
record this badge as the one used at Allerton Hall during WWII. That is wrong, and I
hope this error can be corrected by my story on the man who created both No 6 Group

unofficial badges.
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These are the secret organization orders dated 20 July 1945, which officially transferred
[advance H.Q.] No. 6 [RCAF] Group from Allerton Hall, Yorkshire, to the new
headquarters at Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada, 14 July 1945. They will now reorganize

and train for the Pacific bombing campaign against Japan, as part of RAF “Tiger Force.”

Lost in all this official RCAF history, is the simple fact the ‘“‘unofficial” No. 6 [RCAF]
Group badge created by Sgt. Duchak at Allerton Hall, now served with pride in Canada,

until 1 September 1945. [Six Weeks]






In November 1944, Sgt. Duchak featured his Allerton Hall Christmas Card on the cover
for the Summary of Activities. He also created the table menu art work for the 1944

Christmas dinner at the castle.
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The formation of No. 6 [RCAF] Group “Advanced Headquarters” took effect on 14 July
1945, at Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. On 1 October 1945, the official “Handing Over” of
Allerton Hall appeared in the Operations Record Book. The total strength at Allerton Hall

Headquarters on 30 October 45, was 97. Made up of the following:

RCAF Officers 16 RAF Officers 1

RCAF [WD] Officers 5 RAF WAATF Officers 1



RCAF other Ranks 67 RAF other Ranks 6

RAF WAAPF other Ranks 1

Disbandment of No. 6 [RCAF] Group, H.Q. [rear party] at Allerton Hall came into effect

1 November 1945.

Sgt. Duchak was posted to “R” Depot at Torquay, Devon. on 11 July 1945 [RCAF rear
party] and attended Martin School of Art in London, and Warrington School of Art in
Manchester, England, on what was recorded as ‘“Temporary Duty in York.” He was
repatriated to Canada on 18 February 1946, and released from the RCAF at Winnipeg,
Manitoba, 15 April 1946. On 17 August 1947, he married Lois A. Ross in Regina,
Saskatchewan, and moved to North Reading, Massachusetts, where they raised their

family.

He appeared in several movies with Tom Tryon and Steve McQueen. John became an
advertising artist with W.T. Grant and Company, S. S. Kresge Company and the F.W.
Woolworth Company. In 1952, he served as a cartoonist for the Boston Bruins Hockey
Team and completed cartoons for the book ‘“Hockey Tip-Ins” by former Bruins Captain
Ferny Flaman. In 1990, John and wife moved to Rockland, Maine, where he continued to
draw and paint windows on the main street advertising Lobster Festival, Blues Festival,

Maine Boats, Homes, and Harbor Shows.

RCAF WWII cartoonist Sgt. John ‘“Napper” Dana Duchak passed away Tuesday, 25

September 2012, at Windward Gardens in Camden, Maine.



Like his fellow RCAF nose artists in WWII, official RCAF cartoonist Sgt. Duchak and his
hundreds of drawings and paintings have been lost and forgotten by his country of birth

and the official history of the RCAF. I hope to change that for you “Sarge.”

24 July 1921 - 25 September 2012

In 1946, Allerton Castle was returned to Lord Mowbray, who is described as still being a
very difficult and domineering person. By 1960, Lord Mowbray was involved in a messy
marriage break-up which affected the complete family and details can be read on the
internet. When Lord Mowbray passed on in 1965, no provision was left in his will for his
wife and the bulk of his estate was left his eldest grandson, Edward Stourton, who was just
12 years of age. For the next 30 years, the family estate and Allerton Park Castle, was run
by trustees, then it was sold to an American businessman, Dr. Gerald Rolph, in 1983.
After a tragic fire in January 2005, the castle has been restored to a high standard, which
only the British can do in period style. All the details and breath taking images can be

viewed on line, and yes, you should all take a look, most of all Canadians. Dr. Gerald



Rolph has saved Allerton Castle, a Victorian Gothic house with history going back to the
Norman conquest, and possibly unknown to him, he has also saved a small part of RCAF
WW II history for Canadians. Guided tours of the main floors are available for visitors,
and if you should take the tour and see the shape of a man drawing cartoons, don’t worry.
It is just the ghost of Sgt. Duchak, hard at work. Somewhere in Allerton Park [Castle]
there is a room, where this Canadian created all of his RCAF WWII cartoons, maps, and
other paintings in 1944-45. And, if you should have a few in a British public house, near

Allerton Castle, tip a pint for Canadian ‘“Napper’ Duchak. I wish I could join you.
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Photo from my friend Ken Cothliff [Aviation Historian, Author, and Display
Commentator] and the MG Car Club who meet at Allerton Castle. The orange MG

belongs to Ken.



Footnote

In 1999, the Greenwood Aviation Museum had in their collections, two original paintings
by RCAF artist Sgt. John Duchak, and both were signed by the man in charge of RCAF
Bomber Command, '""Bomber' Harris. This would give them a little more value that an
unsigned painting. On 17 March, I phoned the man in charge, [Mr. R.A. Johnson] and
explained everything to him. In return he sent me his email and the attached message was

sent.

To date, I have received no reply.

Mr. Johnson,

Next week my history of Sgt. John Duchak will appear on my Blog titled ''Preserving the
Past."" This research has been sent to Prof. Heather Hughes, International Bomber
Command, and RAF Linton Museum [Wing Commander Al Mawby], in U.K.

In short, this is very important RCAF history that has been forgotten by Canada, and needs
to be updated. During WWII, No. 6 [RCAF] Group never received any official badge or
insignia, however Sgt. Duchak created both an 'unofficial' badge and insignia [March
1944] which was used at RCAF 6 Group H.Q. Allerton Castle [Hall] until 14 July 1945. On
15 July 1945, No. 6 [RCAF] Group was transferred from England to Halifax, Nova Scotia,

and thus, this unofficial badge served in Canada until ''Tiger Force' was disbanded on 1



September 1945. Greenwood, Nova Scotia, was part of the new formed Tiger Force and this

badge also has a connection to your museum.

Can you please confirm, you still have the two original paintings by Sgt. Duchak, and if

possible what they look like? I wish to use this in my history.

You are welcome to my complete history, if you wish?

Best regards - Clarence



