The Making of a WWII RCAF Spitfire Pilot
P/O Gordon Hill J37340

Part Five

From 1 January 1945 to January 16, the squadron were operational for 44
sorties, 64 hours and 40 minutes. On 1 January F/L David William Armstrong
Harling DFC, took off to attack 30 German fighters who were strafing the
airfield, but was killed when he was shot down and crashed in Brussels,
Spitfire SM304. Harling came from Westmount, Quebec, age 23 years, buried

in the Brussels Town Cemetery, Belgium, on 3 January 1945, with most of

squadron attending to pay their respects.
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The weather throughout the end of the month was unfavorable and few
operations were flown. In five armed recons several German transports were

destroyed.

On 13 January, F/O William Frederick Bridgman failed to return from
patrol, when his Spitfire SM279 was hit by flak. Bridgman came from
London, Ontario, and is buried in the War Cemetery, Hotton, Luxembourg,

Belgium.
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P/O G.W. Haines and F/Sgt. McGregor were posted in as replacements for the

two pilots killed in action.

YEAR = STt - e
Prior, or ZND PILOT, FUPIL i s

= - ist Pror OR PASSENGER (Ixcrupmg REsurts AND REMARKS)
1ype NO. T v N

12 | 2138,y M DN-Z S£1rF Konvdrwes o TDPost NG

12 12 i8AT IXBIDN-Z SEL” Divi Bompiwd

iz |6 |

=

==

.}

!=-—'i

Z

=

K
R
ul
R |
R

SV mARY Ter

5
5 A ' - -
’ . A -7} 4 xXJi_|DN- E S FLAE
) ] YL E sen s L S e
/ & | 9F1r Xyl | @Y - w G & A
/ I P wos Imar WV 45, &
/ 7 1557 AV o=y ¥ dadlod

FORMA 170N

4 SumARRy [Jor Ton! Y94

D.c: B Farenr A D.mc.

-
/ F1s47 xvui_|DN - R|S&sr
s

l' . t,\ Dars
" = )
3 h D.EE- Umir ¥
3% [3 1Fa¢a/ 't =
\ GRAND TOTAL [Cols. (1) to (10)] ;
Zof.. Hrs Ll ToraLs CARRIED FORW,







I\

L
r |
Isé

|
b

y "= . =
y- o e
- y = @
— =~ . sl
P L T ENEEN, S O
TEEEEEEETTT e, BRSO LCWES . g

I

!l
A
’1|ll

j

|

I ~Il

r
<l

I’a"‘ If I"..'.""----.
oy

e "
A
L

N
{

I

y

i
!ll"m
f
l ‘ l
4

i’

i - |||
3 |
|
Il

! {
il
|‘

This picture was taken at the end of December 44.

On the left is F/O M. R. “Mush” Sharun. On the wing is F/L. D. W. Harling .
Below is F/O W.F. Bridgman, then F/O W.D. “Wally” Hill and F/O Gordon
“Gord” Hill, W/O L. J. “Lou”Jean, F/L. W. R. “Webb” Harten, F/O J.
Leyland and F/O R.W. “Tap” Tapley.
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On 1 January 1945, the Germans attacked all RCAF fighter units.
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On New Year's Day, 1 Jan. 1945, No. 416 Squadron were taxying out when 30
German fighters attacked the base. F/L Nault, F/O Williams and F/O Lou lean
were shot on the runway. F/L David Willlam Armstrong HARLING, DFC, J11481,
age 23 years, flying Spitfire SM304, was the only fighter to get airborne and he
was shot down over Brussels. Buried Town Cemetery, Evere-les-Bruxelles,

Belgium.

Twelve days later, fellow pilot F/O William Frederick BRIDGMAN, J25799, age 23
years, was killed flying Spitfire SM279, when it was hit by flak over St. Vith,
Belgium. Buried in War Cemetery, Hotton, Luxembourg, Belgium.

Gordon Hill flew with hoth nilots and tnok thic imase in lata Narambar 1844




“Harpy” was code letter H, with black outline under nose, TB756. Next is the
Spitfire of American F/L Steve Straub.
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Seen above is a cold morning Spitfire start for ‘“Sweet Sixteen” in late January
1945. F/O Gordon Hill flew 14 sorties in January, assigned seven different
Spitfire fighters. SM466, [twice], SM404 [four times], SM248, SM389 [[twice],
SMS503 [three times], SM191, SM308, and his SM403.
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P/O CW. Haines. F/O R.C. Broulllard. F/O MRl 7/




On 1 March 1945, Lynx Squadron moved by road 55 miles north to Base 90 at
Petit Brogel, Belgium. The squadron 17 Spitfire Mk. XVI aircraft were flown

in the next day.
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Adjutant F/O Rod J. Howe, in his tent office at B.90, Petit Brogel, Belgium.
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P/O Larry E. Spurr arrives on 2 March 1945.

The weather was good for two weeks and they flew 190 operational sorties,
totalling 240:40 hours. They did not encounter any enemy activity, and only
P/O E.D. Downer made a successful crash landing when his engine gave out.

S/L. J. D. Mitchner, DFC, received the Dutch Bronze Cross by Dutch

authorities.



Two of the French Connection, Roland Brouillard, an unidentified ground crew, and Louis Nault.
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F/L. L.L. Nault, F/O F.G. Picard, F/O J.J.M. Menard, and F/O R.C.
Brouillard, were called the “French Connection.” by Gordon Hill. On 25

February 45, F/O Jacques “Jack” Menard had to force-land his Spitfire due

to an engine failure, and became a P.O.W.
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Spitfire Mk. XVI, DN-H, serial TB756, showing the clipped wing-tips.



Aerial view of B.90 Petit Brogel, Belgium



The airfield B.90 Petit Brogel, Belgium, 15 March 45.




Some of the ground crews, unsung heroes
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Gordon Hill with Adjutant Howe

Stu Hartley

The squadron pilots are now living in three British Nissen Huts, a big change

from the house in Brussels. Stu Hartley combs his hair.
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An American battery fires at them, and then an American P-51 attacks them.
Two fighters lost to the Americans and none to the Germans. Trigger happy

Americans again but no lives lost this time.



Arming a Spitfire in the rain and mud at B.90 Petit-Brogel, Belgium.
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P/O Chuck Darrow and his German un
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This 416 Squadron pilots photo was taken between 16-30 March 1945,
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F/O Chris Preston J44034, arrived 21 February 1945.

. F/O Gordon Hill, [Gordie] arrived 2 October 1944.

. F/O W.D. Hill J35989, [Wally] arrived 14 November 1944.
. F/O K.J. Ken Williams J9261, arrived 26 December 1944.
F/O Jack Leyland J26993, arrived 18 October 1944, ex-421 Squadron.
F/O Keith F. Scott J21239, arrived 27 February 1945.

. F/O S.H. Steve Straub, arrived early October 1944.

P/O Chuck Darrow, arrived early October 1944,

. F/L Larry L. Spurr, arrived 23 August 1944.

10. F/O B.E. Parry [Bert] J14717, arrived 13 January 1945.
11. F/O C.W. Haines [CIliff] J49322, arrived 21 January 1945.
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12. F/Sgt. N.M. McGregor [Mac] R193516, arrived 21 January 1945.

13. F/O L.P. Comerford [Len] arrived 4 October 1944, ex-403 Squadron.

14. F/L Neil G. Russell J8136, arrived 4 July 1944, ex-Malta, 2" tour.

15. F/O W.I. Gordon [Rocky] J6718, arrived 27 February 1945, 2" tour.

16. S/L J.D. Mitchener DFC, [Jake] J16799, assumed command November
1944, replacing S/L J.F. McKiroy, DFC, end of tour.

17. C.O. F/O G. A. Cameron [silent Joe] arrived 3 July 1944, ex-Malta, 2m
tour.

18. F/O Vernon W. Mullen [Moon] arrived 15 March 1945. Shot down by
American P-51, 31 March 45.

19. F/O L.J.R. Jean [Lou] arrived 20 October 1944.

20. F/O S.A. Round [Sam] J42360 arrived 3 February 1945.

21. F/O W. L. McCallum [Mac] J37906, arrived 3 February 1945.

22. F/O Walter Norman Douglas. [Kkilled on 14 May 1945, accident, shotgun
blast to face].

23. F/O F.G.H. Picard [Pic] arrived 29 September 1944.

24. P/O W.G.D. Roddie [Bill] J86972, arrived 9 August 1944

25. Sgt. Brechnel, ground crew member.



The squadron’s ground crew and personnel, photo taken at B.90 Petit

Brogel, Belgium, mid-March 1945.
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A dummy German Ju 88 mock-up at B.90 Belgium 1945



The squadron pilots were up at 03:45, 24 March 45, and in the air at first

daylight. The C-47s with airborne troops and paratroopers passed directly
over the base to Germany, crossing the Rhine.
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Crossing the Rhine
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Returning to England
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P/O Chuck Darrow tak




31 March 1945, the new home at B.78 Eindhoven, Holland.
Batman LAC Wally Grieve

The RCAF Squadron Jeep



Fueling a Spit from “Jerry” cans

Jules, our Flemish Batman




Ken Williams and Webb Harten
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Group of pilots. Pilot [second from the left] “Webb” John Edmund Harten.



John Edmund Harten, age 24, was Kkilled in Spitfire RR256, 19 April 1945, hit

by German flak and crashed in flames Wilster, Germany.

End of Part Five

Next time, The move into Germany



