THE 486" BOMB GROUP &
PHILIP S. BRINKMAN

This sketch was completed by nose artist Phil Brinkman at 8" Air Force

Station 174, Sudbury, England. The station was located between the villages
of Great Waldingfield and Acton, two miles north-east of the village of
Sudbury. The heavy bomber base had three intersecting concrete runways
and fifty hardstands for the American bombers. The 486" Bomb Group flew
188 missions from this base beginning on 7 May 1944, to Liege, Belgium, and
the last on 21 April 1945. This is the briefing of the 486™ B. G. for one of those
missions however the date was never recorded by Brinkman. It is very

possible a color painting was completed from this sketch. The first 49 missions



were flown in the B-24 Liberator and I strongly believe that is the time period

this sketch was completed.

ol

i &
Al £
i ”_M Hes
: (7 NE iz
e <
A B
ﬂdw_\. (“\‘\\ 2
- f e -
Ay =
. Ay 7 =|
> f_rl "

. o 2 3 T
== [ ADCATIN  Posb ek ouan




Station 174, map and Control Tower, from Roland A. Andrews collection.



* 486th BOMBARDMENT GROUP

Constituted as 486th Bombardment
Group (Heavy) on 14 Sep 1943 and acti-
vated on 20 Sep. Moved to England in Mar
1944 and assigned to Eighth AF. Entered
combat in May 1944 with B-24 aircraft
but soon converted to B-17's. Operated
chiefly against strategic objectives in Ger-
many until May 1945. Targets included
marshalling yards in Stuttgart, Cologne,
and Mainz; airfields in Kassel and Muns-
ter; oil refineries and storage plants in
Merseburg, Dollbergen, and Hamburg;
harbors in Bremen and Kiel; and factories
in Mannheim and Weimar. Other mis-
sions included bombing airfields, gun posi-
tions, V-weapon sites, and railroad bridges
in France in preparation for or in support
of the invasion of Normandy in Jun 1944;
striking road junctions and troop concen-
trations in support of ground forces push-
ing across France, Jul-Aug 1944; hitting
gun emplacements near Arnheim to mini-
mize transport and glider losses during the
airborne invasion of Holland in Sep 1944;
and bombing enemy installations in sup-
port of ground troops during the Battle of
the Bulge (Dec 1944-Jan 1945) and the
assault across the Rhine (Mar-Apr 1945).

Returned to the US in Aug 1945. Inact-
vated on 7 Nov 1945.

Squabrons.  832d: 1943-1945. 833d:
1043-1945.  8347h: 1043-1945. 8350k
1943-1945.

Statrons. McCook AAFId, Neb, 20 Sep
1943; Davis-Monthan Field, Ariz, g Nov
1943-Mar 1944; Sudbury, England, Mar
1944-Aug 1945; Drew Field, Fla, 3 Sep~7
Nov 1945.

Commanpers.  Col Glendon P Overing,
20 Sep 1943; Col William B Kieffer, c. 13
Apr 1945; Lt Col James J Grater, Jul 1945-
unkn.

Campraiens.  Air Offensive, Europe;
Normandy; Northern France; Rhineland;
Ardennes-Alsace; Central Europe.

Decorations. None.

InsioNE. None.

The 486™ Bomb Group had no WWII group badge, above insignia was
created postwar [1985] for the association newsletter. The only 8th A.F. group
to have two code letters, “O” [B-24] & “W” [B-17].



SQUADRON INSIGNIAS
832nd Sq. 1nsignia, Bat Out of Hell:

Andrew Russell 832nd Sq., H2 Of-
ficer, contributed such a patch to
Ben Williams. Roland Andrews has one
contributed by Allen Sawyer, 832nd Sq.
Pilot. This reproduction made from
photo submitted by Andrews.

833rd Sq. Insignia:

Information is lacking on this
one. What it depicts, or if an actual
patch exists is in question. This one
also done from photo submitted by our
English Contact.

834th Sq. Insignia, Scorpilon:

"This is the Official Squadron In-
signia, adopted in May-June, 1945. The
Scorpion, as I recall, had something
to do with the desert training, along
with the conotation of it's lethality.
A contest was held and a number of
we more arty types submitted insignia
designs. My memory dims here. But I
am most certain that the winner was a
Tech. Sgt. of the Administration
staff." (George Bollinger, 834th
Tail Gunner.) This reproduction was
done from an 834th Sq. Victory Party
Program dated June 11, 1945, submit-
ted by Bollinger.

835th Sq. Insignia, Green Hormet:

Fred Newman, 835th Sqdn. C. O.,
donated a patch. Robert Nolam,, 835th
Naviator and Squadron Representative,
has. a patch which he says survived
after the jacket it was attached to
rotted away. Both Nolan and Andrews
submitted pictures of the Green Hor-
net.

There is no evidence that a
Group Insignia ever existed, but the
possibility of having one made up is
under consideration.

8™ A.F. News column 1983.



The 486th was activated at McCook Army Air Field, Nebraska, on 20
September 1943, and moved to Davis-Monthan Field, Arizona, on 9 November
1943, to begin training in the B-24 Liberator bombers. This is the 834th
[Zodiac] Squadron roster Victory party held 11 June 1945, mostly B-17

members.



“SQUADRON' ROSTER"

MAJOR S. E. MATTHEWS

Commanding

MAJOR G. E. WEIGAND
Executlve Officer

A By GIRARD
- First Sergeant

OFFICERS

Capt. Cerald E. Aspholm
Capt, Daniel D. Bemis
Capt, Robert M, Dennis .
Capt. Harold Holland
Capt. John P, Hunt
* Capt. Dowe S. Rhodes
Capt. Robert I, Buker
Capt, Burton A, Paquin
Capt, Clarence H. Steen
Capt. Ilarold A. Timreck -
~Capt, David H. Bowman
1st Lt. Michael J. Bonagura
1st Lt, Alfred P, Coury -
1st Lt. Sum T. Crews, Jr,
1st Lt. Nuthaniel W, Holman
1st Lt. Leonard Horton
1st Lt Robert E. Jones
1st Lt. Joseph Miller -
1st Lt, Warren E, Moline '
"1st Lt. Kenneth Moss +
1st Lt.'Kénneth G. Oberly
“1st Lt.-Billy B. Ozier
Ist Lt. Chatles R. Price
1st Lt William P Ronan

1st Lt. Raymond E. Schraeder

1st Lt. Raymond G. Smith
1st Lt Willis: . Smith
1st L1, Leo I\ Stang
1st Lt. Walter C. Wannos
1st Lt. Jumes A.West .
1st Lt. Frank D. Wood
2nd Lt. Richard C. Allen

- 9nd Lt. Edmund Barmusse
2nd Lt. Jerome M. Berndt

2nd Lt. George RiiBowman, Jr,

2nd Lt. Fleniing H. Boyd
.2nd Lt. Robeért P, Bradley
2nd Lt. Ray M. Brandstein
- 2nd Lt. Robert J. Burns
2nd Lt. Harold Clapp

2nd Lt. Vincent T. Colletti ._

2nd Lt. Howard P, Cooper ' -
2nd Lt. Rohert P. Cox

2nd Lt, Paul J. Doughcrly; Jr,

2nd Lt. Morton Ellerstein
2nd Lt. Clarence Ellis ;

1st LT. C. R. PRICE
Adjutant.

2nd Lt Joseph R. Fudden
2nd Lt, Glen H, Hartmunn
2nd Lt, Fred T. Heinritz
2nd Lt, Charles J. Hipp
2nd Lt. Darrell D. Hopkins
_2nd Lt. James M. Howell
2nd Li. Edwin R, Jones
2nd Lt, Robert L. Jones, Jr.
2nd Lt. Elmer J. La Roque
2nd 'Lt, Robert C, Lowther
2nd Lt Robert L, Me Call
2nd Lt John W. M¢ Couley
2nd Lt, Ward F. Martin
2nd Lt Thomus L. Mogren
- 2nd Lt, Edward J. Morrill
2nd Lt Louis C. Nuham
2nd Lt. Frank M. O’Connor
2nd Lt, Vernon L. Pahl
" 2nd Lt. Robert J, Parsons

2nd Lt Williwi, Plasman, Jr. i

* 2nd Lt C(.orgc ‘L. Roherts -
2nd Lt, Terrence A, Roberts
2nd L, iMl:rr{[;an S. Seal -

2nd Lt lhyr C. Shepherd

2nd- Ll.« d'Ward

“ond Ib:.}Jumnu. Wc:ss '
2nd ﬂiw Woel
2nd L Ay ‘Al u:i R. Wolter :
2nd Lt Ll} ‘W. Yeuger
F/0 Edmu Boczkiewicz.

F/0 Aubrey L ,ézrpemer
E/0 Erwin M. Davis
'F/0 Wilfred J, Ezold '

F/0 Eniilio Fatuch =~
/0 Jumes D, Flecker
~F/0 Ivy J. Oubre :

‘F/0 Mario R. Regalado
F/0 Robert F, Roe s

- F/0 William E, Rush
F/0 William J. Sakowich °

- F/0 Edward H. Schenkel

F/0 Robert I, Schwarz
IF/0O Michael Szewezyk
/0 Walter W, Unger ‘
F/0 Gustav B. Wiklund =~
CW/0 Joseph B. Agee



EN LlSTED PERSONNEL.

MASTER SERGEANTS

Marzell Allen
Allegra K. Allen '
Henry A, Brown, Jr.
Joe N. Bruce
~Charles D. Butler
“James F. Chadbourne
Steve T. Gurdak
Arthur D. Hatcher

" William K. Hodge
_John H. Lambert
“Edward N. Long
Jumes Newton

Leo J. Rohde
Joseph Romun
_John Romanchak
Jumes F, Ryland
Marshall Schell :
Benjamin E, Villareale
Marvin H. Wickline
_Jumes M. Williams
Andrew Zulusny

TECHNICAL SERGEANTS

"Gene S. Ackles
Shefton S, Adams
Leo F. Aubel
seéorge Babyak, Jr.
“Frédirick C. Barlow
-Arthiie® R, Beach
DavitF Beacony
“Allen'R. Brownd!
IItnry R ljm“gje
“John 1 Pllowd
John' Guinh
Rtobert E. Harris, Jr.
Roland Haygood
- Homer F. Hilton
“John R. Hoke, Jr.
Eugene Judd:
Neil Krisch
Andrew A. Lalikos
_Keith F. Linn
Robert R, Luther
Karl N. Marx
Lundolt Milliard
Robert S. Moore
_Ignatius Nalewaju
TOvila J. Pichette
Walter F. Polchowne
Robert J. Scane
- Henry G. Sessler

Dean W, Shepard

John Stoyle
Robert E. Vosseller

" .Oscar E. White

Sidney A, Willis

STAFF SERGEANTS

Anthony J. Allegrini -
Carrol J. Baker
Edward Banks

Herbert I, Basener
Ronald R. Buddenberg
Willium . Brown

- Charles H. Callison

Joseph 8. Campbell
Willium Chababa
Cluude Collins
John L. Convery:
Samuel R, Demedio
Francis E. Dolley
Dave H. Eagle
Thomas J. Felr

. John E. Garlitz

David R. Ginglend
Ralph F. Gilison
Constantine T.. Giatas
Thoran D. Gatterman
Howard P. Haines
Anthony T. Guercia

"Leo J. Harlow

John W, Handren

" Ralph W, Hillman
. George A, Hilliard ,+ -

Jack D. Howard
Joseph S. Kaufman -
Enrique M. Huerta
Mason F, Jonces
Frederick A. Kornblum
Robert A. Laban
Bruce K. Logan
Elmer Luangdon -
Lawrence A. Lyster
Robert G. Martin
Paul Martz

James K. McAleer

‘Harry L. McDaniel
_Mitchell R. P. Mitchell

Robert F. Messerly
Charles McWilliams, Jr.
Jack Newsom

Joseph M. Moreau
Franklin P. Parker
Jumes Osenga

Pat R. Patterson

Clyde D. Purkin



Russell Pichetie

‘Thomas W, Phillips =

Wilburn C, Ponder
Harry Piro

__VWilliam F, Runsone, Jr.

“Lincoln H. Pope

John P, _Rausch

. Emery D. Rush

. Wayne 0. Redman
~Grant R, Schoonover .
: Raymond Schultz
~Denton J. Sensinger

Jesse V. Shans

William R. Solomon
_Arlie D, Smith -

. William D. Somerville
-~ William Steinberg
© . Jesse . Stubblefield
- James D. Sullivan -

- _Leon K. Weatherly
Timothy F. Warren

“Matthew V. Vacante

Clarence E, Wells
Gerald R, Wenzel
Grover R, Wimberly
Clifford E. Wines
John E, Wood
Orville B, Woods
_ Samuel Zusmer

. SERGEANTS -

‘ _.Michut;l J. Abboud
Joseph D. Alicundro.

Hurvey K. Anderson
Shannon E, Applegate

IFloyd O. Baker
James H. Buker
“Sumuel D, Bulden
Edward 8. Barrett
Harry V. Bartlett .
© Max Binder
Edwin D. Blazowicz .
Eloy J. Blea
G F. Bollinger
Luwrence A, Bonn
. Thurman J. Boyher

Joyal . Brown

. Burton A. Brulin
Albert B, Bruschke
- Leroy Burroughs
Alexander S. Campbell
—Carmen Caputo
Norman D, Clark
Carroll G, Cole

" Harold W. Crandell
John J. Crosson
Samuel R. Curbow

“John C;:Hester

James E. Deards
~ Paul F. Deicke .,
. Anthony J. Depalma .

Luther Derham 5
Odis B, Dickinsen

Vito Diprima

Theodore A. Dobrovolsky
Russell E, Donaldson
Albert F. Doyle.

Robert E. Dunkelberger .

Harold C, Emerson

‘Wallace B. Farrish

Joseph Ferainola
Jack L. Fischer

- Francis Fitzgerald

Hugh R, Forester .
Paul C, Forrester

- Frunk C. Fowler
" . Harold E, Freadling
- Thomas. Guros

Aldo J. Guspardi.
Will F. Germany
Hurvey L. Golden
James G. Gonderman -
Grant Norfleet

. Grover R, Graves -

Paul C. Gray *

|  Edwin T. Greener ‘

Roy E. Huddox

" George E. Hageman

Chester Huggard
Merlyn D. Hall .

- Roy G. Hamilton.. -

Robert W, II&I!!I}}L "
Daniel F, Houghey: .

Robert J, Hoen
'\lvoi!lm;tJW -Hon
illie James - :
Walker ;Wi Ioncs, Jr.
Ah.xundm; P Keckelcy
Leroy Kicser, Jr.
John  H. Kilgore = -
Walter L. Kinsella
Wilfred T, Klug
Leroy E. Kober
John E. Koempel

- William J, Koester

Julian Kraus _
Edward L. Kurt
Virgilio Ladurini
Leroy H. Larson -
Wilson M. Latkovic'
Joseph J. Lerman

- Williami M. Long

Galen K, Lough
Roaymond A. Lund
William T Lyczko



, Robert A. Muhke_stm.lv

Paul W. Mack

CFrank J. Mu;t.wski =
" Sam J. Marcus

Ernest W. Murhkamun

- James M. Martin

- Qsear 13, Martin

" Albert S, Mc¢Clain
. James W. McGarity
Harold L. McKenzie
“James B. Metealf
Daniel Milaéger.

Warren G. Morgan -~ -, %

* " Olin W, Murphy

- Leonurd D, Najder

Clirisley H, Nave.

. Levi A, Nichols’
Allen Noyes

"“V.."\hrh,l Noyes -~ .
.. 'Howard E. 0'Brien =
-+ Arthur J. 0’Connor .

 Dan H. Oshorn
Muck S. Page
* John B. Paris”

< Harry W. Peck .
" Manuel D, Pestana, Jr,

- Robert V. Pickard
* Joln J. Powers
Alexunder Pozzi

1ir Jusper Purtell
o Frank A, Rufu]ski
. John'M, Reck

> {oln.rt A. Reid |
"“Robeft J. Resuu

“-John Romim

Vi ﬁceﬁl J. Waydelis

. ‘Morris E, Weissman .

Lee H. Wells .
James T, Westhrook
Lyndall C, Williamson
Alfred J. Wilson

‘Hurry C. Wisdom

(Gceorge W, Wong -
Leroy Wright

-, Bernard Yeager _
" Martin Zuckerman

- 'CORPORALS

James G. Applin
Francis A. Baker

" Austin A, Bell

Donuld R. Benedun
Joseph J. N. Berg
Jessic W, Black

Philip L. Blankenship.
Frederick W, Bodensick
Juck L. Breitenbach
l’luhg S. Brinkmaun

" (eorge 5. Burgard

Harold E. Burton

. Ruymoml L. Cantrell .
20 Glenn R, Carder
* Elmer H. (..omhs
‘Loyd Corn

Cleo L. Crookhamn

Donald R..Curtin

Louis-E;: Delgado -

. Carrol CiiDobbins

’,-4’\\ allucg, Rnsspr T : Joseph!Dolan
lip%s TR ‘ Michuel S, Duda
Joao,ph ’B.;‘iiudunsk) : .. i Garfield A Duplissey

i = Heny ﬁ pgse It ‘ : Henry J. Elliot ;
i Jme:p: » “RuaSeIl S - - Roy-J: Ewing, Jr,
rﬁ’ Yan(yil Snndhn 2" M e ~» Charles L. Fuchs’

,los;,pi% R Sunticroce . | © 7 Ralph €. Gage -

“oopHhoings R, Supser - 'Edward A, Gurvin
qllhwf Ao Shay.. .- . © % Dante Ji:Giancola
.. Eugéne "R, Slu-rsuh . : r "Ef"z Godfrey: V. Goldman

“Albert Schrock. "0 0 st Fréderick Jo Greansee
Leonard E. Sims ‘fsmw Willie. Greenbaum

. Thomas W. Smelker .. AT sy g “iHenry T, Guittard .
Philip’ M. Spitz . - - > vt Henry C. Hardmnan

David. Stevens .
Stunléy H. Stewart
Willard S, Swanson

- Juck D. Sweet

Joseph T. Thompson

Jumes M, Titterington -

Clayton W, Turner

© Richard -D. Walker

Willinm Ward

iy '-ffJoscph F. Heyduk, Jr.
o - William J. Hickey

Frederick L, Himes
Ceeil C, Holland
Paul E. Huber .
Thudieus A. Jagielo
Mihran H. Joboulian
John E. Johnson
Edmund P, Julius



Lloyd O. Kirtley

Donald J, Kittilstad

. Edward J. Lampert
- Orville K. Lesser
__Ray L. McCauley

Paul R. M¢Nabb .
Henry F. Madsen . .

Paul J. Markos
Edward J. Martin
~Robert K, Mcier
Fred M. Mclone
Paul K. Meyer .
Harry A. Miller.
Robert E. Milroy —

_Eugene R, Murchland
Robert M. Punghurn
George. F. Paul
- Henry B. Payne
. Wilbert R. Pickard .
_Stephen Preteska . -
Stunley F. Raymond
John Ripper, Jr.
Michael J. Roback
Herman C, Rogers

~ Ralph Rothacker .

" Frank S, Ruclas, Jr.
Louis A. Sanker
Edwurd Schwartz
Anthony Senison

__Paul R, Sheff

 Donald E. Shufelt
Harry J. Shum , -
Zygmund M. Sieradzki
‘Ralph W. Skinner. |

“Stephen R. Smith

Archer G..Smock, Jr. |

Seymour Sobel
David H. Sorotsky
Robert B. Starkey
__Chester D. Starr
Charles A. Tatom
Leo J. Valliere
 Charles Wessell -
. Chyrles '], Whyman -
Alezander Wowk
“Chester' Li Zelechoski

j 486‘“ Bomb Group Assoclatlon

Station 174— Sudbury, England 1344-1945

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS

“Franecis A. Anderson.

Francis A. Burke
Karl K. Butler
Corydon J. Clemens
Jack W, Corum

. Loring T. Craft

Joseph B. Criscouli
Robert L. Davis :
Norman P. Dickinson -
Thomas W, Dugan

“Walter W. Durkovich
Wilson W, Johnson

William J. Lucarreli
Herbert B, Kypfer
Adam Macek :
Herman J. MtDonuId
'uul Marr

" Harold J. Marshall

Theodore J. Meyer

" Glen C. Miller

Lawrence Miller
Albert: A, Newman
Williamn A. Nivens

"Carl I. Nowukowski .

Joseph A, Salvo
Albin V. Sandell
George W, Schinkeck
William D. Sexton

Guy W. Sherrill .

Charles T. Smith

~ Joseph Vancs

Lawrence L. Welker
Howard E, Wilkinson
Thurl E, Wolf g
Alfred G, Yarger

~ John Yagusesky
- PRIVATES

Allen J. Baird

Henry D, Buser
Richard L. Cochrane
William A. Dickey
James W, Donaldson
Brient R, Lookabaugh
Louie G. Viano

Squadrons: 832nd: Yellow 3R Trappist; 833rd: Blue 4N Pebbly; 834th: Red 25 Deepseat; 835th: Green H8 Nitedress




Roster list from Pilot Charlie Macgill, 834th Squadron Representative 1983.

In 1975, the 8th A.F. Historical Society was a newly formed organization
created by Lt. Col. John H. Woolnough, an ex-B-24 Liberator pilot, who flew
the skies over Germany and survived. John understood the need to preserve
the history of the USAAF “Mighty Eighth” in England during WWII, and the
need to save the nose art which had been painted on so many aircraft. I wrote
to John in the fall of 1975, expressing my interest in the 8th A.F. nose art and
ask if I could become an associate member. The answer was yes, and for the
next twenty years I would enjoy the 8th A. F. News publication, and the
friendship of so many American WWII veterans, who shared their history

with me.

8th AIR FORCE NO.  6lLiLA 8th AIR EORCE No. OHLA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

L/W/_ iﬂ - Aida V. Kaye™ s Robert U, Dodd
SECRETARY \J PRESIDENT / SECRETARY PRESIDENT
8th AIR FORCE NO. O6hha | 8th AIR FORCE No. 6444

HISTORICAL SOCIETY HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

\E. g z
is a rrﬁem

Membership pot% i

Aida V. Kayd u“‘"’ - was Aida V. quz;x

SECRETARY PRESIDENT SECRETARY PRESIDENT




In 1976, the 8th A. F. News advertised the search for WWII images for a new
photo collection book the Historical Society was publishing, and it would
include nose art. The book authored by Col. Woolnough came out in April
1978, containing 258 nose art images, including four paintings called the
“Zodiac’s.” That was my first look at Brinkman nose art, but the artist name
was still unknown, the Bomb Group was incorrect, and the donator Dave
Mayor could give no further information. I knew at once this artist was very
talented and just hoped to learn more in the future. The publication of The
8th A. F. Album was a total success which triggered a second book titled “The
8th A. F. Yearbook’, published spring 1981, also containing thousands of new
photos including nose art. On page 161, a short history of the unknown
“Zodiac” artist appeared for the first time with the other seven B-24 nose art
paintings he completed in England. The brilliant artist was Philip Brinkman
and he painted the bombers in the 834th Bomb Squadron of the 486th Bomb
Group. The names of the Zodiac photo donors, Love, Andrews, Macgill, and

Krieger, had no meaning to me, however that would soon change.



ARTIST PHIL BRINKMAN and the
Zodiacs

Phil, an advertising artist in
Chicago and St. Louis before the
war, was stationed at Davis Mon-
than for 2% years. He painted
everything on the base, including
the large history of flight mural in
the base recreation center.

W. D. Howell, C. O. of the
834th BS, 486th BG, arranged to
have Brinkman transferred to the
486th BG for work in the 834th
Operations Section. Of course,
most of his time was taken up
with decorating NCO and Offi-
cers Clubs, recreation halls, USO
stuff, etc. Howell and Brinkman
dreamed up the idea of the
Zodiac paintings on Squadron
aircraft.

We pictured Brinkman'’s Aries,
Leo, Libra, and Capricorn in “The
8th Air Force Album,” page 159.

MacGill Andrews

gy

Love

Krieger Pisces |
Sagittarius 161

Phil Brinkman was 28 years of age, D.O.B. 30 March 1916.



In 1981, Col. John H. Woolnough gave me my own nose art column in the
quarterly publication of the 8th Air Force News, and soon the letters from
WWII veterans began to arrive. The following year, I made contact with

Mark Brown and obtained his 35 mm Kodak color slide film, including the

seven images of the Zodiac squadron, and the artist himself painting ‘“Aries.”
[B-24H-15-FO, serial 42-52693, 2S-0] This was possibly the second “Aries” he
completed, Sudbury, England, July 1944.







Even in this black and white image, it becomes obvious that Brinkman was at
the same level or better than his ‘“fine” art colleagues, and he still deserves to
be recognized by the high-art-world of today. He served his country in time of

war, painted eleven huge murals in England, painted outdoors on at least 22



bombers, and his innovation of the ‘“Zodiac” art was very innocent, [good
taste] showing very little nudity. I would later learn he was trained at the
Washington University School of Arts, St. Louis, American Academy of Fine
Arts, Chicago, and Grand Central Academy of Arts, New York City. He was
in fact a highly trained ‘“Fine” artist, but his girl nose art is totally forgotten,

and that is wrong.

My next huge break came when I made letter contact with the pilot of the B-

24 Virgo, Charlie Macgill.



Station 174— Sudbury, England 1944-1945
Squadrons: 832nd: Yellow 3R Trappist; 833rd: Biue 4N Pebbly; 834th: Red 2S Deepseat; 835th: Green H8 Nitedress

801 Revere St.
Aurora, CO 80011

: UsSA
8 September 1983

Dear Clarence,

Do Canadians use the same expression that Americans do..."the
streets of Hell are paved with good intentions"? If they do, you
are going to se the number one example of it before you finish
this letter!

What I am about to say is true - please believe it. For two years
I have intended to send a letter off to you. When your letter to
me arrived yesterday, I almost fell over.

S0 - since I have put this letter off for two years, I am going to
make up for lost time by just letting my thoughts come as they
will and put them down on this paper with my very poor typing( I
hope that you will forgive what might turn out to be many typing
errors) and this should end up a logng, rambling letter with a
fair amount of information in it which you might enjoy. Put the
letter aside until you have time to read it and try to figure out
my ramblings. I thing that you will find that you will want to
read it several times so that you wor't miss some of the info.

Clarence(hope you don't object to first names - I insist on them)

I'm not an expert on very many things in this 1life, but one thing

I do say for sure...there is no one else who, as a gingle source,

is more knowledgeable on 834th Squadron Z

origing AC Alttg ommander ne ] 1t 1_per

and I have had occasion %o do quite a bit O researcn on these
7 P/&?:C’S. (Zc/.:{’j Gou Hany E(/uf'f;scf wos hao ’/!"’\\; il 2y Sense ¢Efimen-is yh’«/,’>

Now, back to the second paragraph and why have I intended to write

to you.- I have seen - and enjoyed - your articles in the 8thAFHS

News, and about two years ago I thought that a story from you on
£ the e _inte i di

" ste "

wo _Teos"would make jntere ng rea

v e material would require pictures oI the two Leos,
and although I am probably the only person who has pistures of the
two, I kept putting off getting copies made for you. I won't go
into detail as to why it is so hard for me to get prints of these.
made, but just let me say that I do not do my own photo work, and
since I have only one print each of the planes (no negitives) it
takes some time for me to get such work done. With the many other
things that I have to do, this was put off until last January when

I was made Group Commander of the 486th_Bomb Groug Assoc%%gion and

belive me, from then on I haven't had time fo wind my wa



486th business takes just about all of the little spare time that
I have, so my letters to other people has about stopped. This
makes me unhappy because since I started "bringing back 8thAF
memories", I have been in touch with many interssting people. But
all of this must be put off until the next Group Commander takes
over. Then I hope people will still answer my letters.

However, your letter shook me up enough to make me find the time
and spend a morning giving you some random thoughts. By the time
you finish this, you may be sorry that I ever got started!!!

Back to my rablings: Some time ago I had a poster made up which
showed all twelve ZODIACs. I scld these at cost and no longer
have any on hand. I have not ordered any more because I have %o
make such a large order that the cost is not worth it in the event
that I get stuck with some left over. Some time in the future I
mey place another order and if I do I will make certain that you
receive a complimentery copy. OK? 1In the meantime, write to the
TIONAT, B-2

. . oX
San Diego, CA 92112)
USA

and ask them if you can buy a copy of theirW number
atisd My poster is featured as the center folg o at lssue. It

1s a chance for you to have a complete sei of ZODIAC pictures!
Also, with this letter I am enclosing a copy of the ZODIAC history

which I sent with the poster. This will save a few words in this
letter because it pretty well tells the story.

I am-also enclosing a print which I feel sure that you will find
interesting. It IS NOT a photograph of Virgo. It is a photo of
a painting of Virgo, authentic in every detail. The painting was
done to my specifications and all markings, etc., are correct.
Example: +the serial number was 42—525}21 but on Virgo it was
shortened to 252532 (no 4) The Squadron marking was K_28, which

in voice transmission was "Deepseat K for King".

I have a color picture of Virgo which I bought from Mark H. ﬁ§9¥g|
ak owa 0588, USA. You might wan 0

Oorder one irom him. e 18 net in € business and will get a copy
printed as soon as he can, but if you have to wait it is worth it.
The last figure I heard was about $6.00 which includes postage, for
an 8X10. He was stationed at an Air Depot in England and he has
some really beautiful pics which he collected as the planes came

in to have work done. You might want to ask him for the list of
what he has. Those that I have seen are great.

The thought just occurred to me - as a collector, you might like
it if I signed the pic I'm sending of Virgo... so its on the back.
The letter which you saw in Air Force Mag stated that I have found
all but one of my flight crew and my Ground Crew Chief. This info
still stands am I have received no further word on these two men.
What I wouldn't give to find those wonderful guys! (I don't
Subscribe to Air Force, so I hope that no one has answered my plea
and I haven't seen it. What a shame that would bbe)

There is a picture of our crew taken next to Virgo, but I'm not
sure who has the neg. If its important to you I will try to find
out. I'll list the crew - which you said you wanted - on the next
page. I WARNED YOU THAT I WOULD RAMBRLE - ARE YOU BORED???



The crew of Virgo, of the 834th Bomb Squadron ZODIACS

J. Charles Macgill Pilot

Willard R. Nestle Co-Pilot

Raymond K. Leonard Navigator

Clifford A. Bodin Engineer/Top Turret
Alfred V. DeMitry Radio Operator
James H. Baker Nose Gunner

Paul J. Jacobson Waist Gunner

Bill C. Nelsgon Ball Gunner

Vester Wilson Tail Gunner

Marvin H. Wickline Crew Chief

THE BEST DAMNED CREW IN THE 8th AIR FORCE
W —"

Forgot - please keep the enclosed picture of Virgo.

Also forgot - I made one error on the picure of Virgo: The
word Virgso and Zodiacs "o white on the plane (the painting J

e

Reference your letter: When we changed to B-17s we did not take
the nose art with us. Kind of interesting - we liked our B-24
80 much, we thought it would be clever to i 1t11

a B-24 on the nose of ocur B-17 4
Lesb ol Nt We never got aroun

Qever. giving the B-17 any name at all.

Do you know the story of the "0&W"? There were other Groups which
changed from B-24s to B-17s, but the 486th was the only Group in
the 8th to change the Group letter- from 0 to W. 8th Air Force
Headquarters was afraid that when we went to B-17s, the "0O" might
be mistaken for a "D" which was on the B-17s of the 100th BG...

S0 were we! We didn't want to be mixed up with the "Bloody 100th"!

T

R T A R R B AT ST

I am sorry to have to tell you that, as of now, we have_not_been

able to ijin@%ccabe.%ém of his crew - I
won't‘f%?@é 0 leT you know if we ever find him. elieve Aries
Y

was B-24 L2-526 in case this info is of any use to yOou.

Random thought: There was no "s" on our Aquaria, the plane flown
by Sig Jensen. Don't know why Brinkman painted it that way.

Your mention of Woolnough's 8th Air Force Yearbook alerts me to
Laution you that information on page 159 of his 8th Air Force -

i & Mayor and I have writen to each other about
his mistake and we have become friends through the mail!

I will close with this page, so let me make an apology in advance.
You may have other questions concerning the Zodiacs, and I think
that I have the answer to any "answerable" question - so if you

do write to me, I can be reasonably sure that, 1. there will be a
delay in my reply, or 2. my reply might have to be very short. In
either case, I apologize. But always glad to help when I can.

Now, Clarence, aren't you sorry that you got me started? I do
hope that this has not been too much of a bore to you, and most
importantly, I hope that you have received some info that will help

%'m S%Ee that 8s soon as I mgil this, I will think of other things
o te you - so drop me a line. Sincerely,






el

- -

N Wit

Virgo B-24H-15-FO, serial 42-52532, 2S-K.
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Station 174— Sudbury, England 1944-1945
Squadrons: 832nd: Yellow 3R Trappist; 833rd: Blue 4N Pebbiy; 834th: Red 25 Deepseat; 835th: Green H8 Nitedress

14364 E. Warren Place
Aurora, CO 80014
December 3, 1983

Dear Clarence,

I'm so very sorry for this long delay in answering your letter of
3 Oct. There are many reagons for the delay, but please don't
think that lack of interest is one of them... I am interested in
sending you more information as time permits in the future. But
one of the reasons for the delay was a move I made, so please make
a note of the new address at the top of this page.

Thig letter must be very short, so what I will do is give you a short
answer to your guestions in the order they come in your letter,
then, later on, as time permits, I'11 "fill in the blanks."

Ag stated in my other letter, I am unable to send you the pictures

of the two LEOs at this time - but will do so when I can. Both

LEOs have lions but one has also a girl. The one with girl I believe
is 41-29605 and the one without girl could be 42-52768. Both were
flown by Bill Hilfinger(who I can't get to answer my letters or to
attend one of our reunions - yes, I knew him in '44)at one time he
told someone that he simply could not remember why there were two
LEOs. I hope to start my ZODIAC research again next year and if I

do I will keep you informed.

I hope the enclosed ig what you wanted. If not, let me know what
you want me to say and I will be pleased to help.

I flew 17 missions in VIRGO, and 13 in B-17s. I have tried to find

aut what happened te both planes but have not come up with an answer.
Intend to keep after this and will let you know if I find out. I have
also tried like hell to find the complete serial number of my B-17

but as yet - no luck. I know that the last three digits were 996.

I once saw a picture of a B-17 4337992, and since the last three
numbers are so close to mine I wonder if that was the same first foumr..
Both of my planes were 28-K, although I have seen 996 given incorrectly
as 28-A .... or could it have been changed after I returned to the

I will be happy to give you Phil's address, but I must warn you that
he can be mighty hard to get an answer from. He remembers me well,
and yet I very seldom get an answer. When an answer does come, how-
ever, he is most helpful and friendly. Phil Brinkman
6472 S. W. 85th Street
South Miami, FL 33143
Can't start another page, Clarence, so will close now but you can
expect more letters - if you want them!
Sincerely,




The next letter gave me the address of Brinkman, however the three letters I
addressed to him were never answered, as Charlie had warned. I pressed on

regardless.

PPV TSN TR

- 486BG :

PAINTINGS BY PHIL BRINKMAN 834BS

PHOTOS COURTESY USAF ACADEMY, MARK BROWN COLLECTION [




From 1983 to 1986, I continued to received letters, new 8th Air Force contacts,
photos of the Zodiacs, information, and the new republished poster by
Charlie. My new friend became a life-long partner in the research of the
Zodiac squadron and we would meet in 1996, and keep in contact until his
passing. There is so much more to tell about Charlie, but I do not have the

space.



Tail Gunner Sgt. Robert G. Arnold

Three photos from Bob Arnold collection — 1982-84.
My next important letter and photos came from Sgt. Robert G. Arnold, the
tail gunner who flew 29 missions in B-17G, serial 42-98008, with nose art
“American Beauty” by Phil Brinkman. They nicknamed her ‘“Rose-Lady”
and this will be covered in detail later in the B-17 section. Robert had made
contact with artist Brinkman in 1981, and for some reason he always received

a reply letter with good information. He also completed a color painting of his



B-17 in 1979, [from the above image] and this possibly put him in good favour
with Phil Brinkman. [That’s just a guess on my part, but artists tend to
support each other] Bob copied and sent me all his Brinkman letters from
1981, and later in 1986, copied my questions and sent a letter to Brinkman to
answer. A most unusual method of conducting research, but it worked and
486th history was slowly saved. Bob Arnold was another important historian
who experienced B-17G combat over Germany and then did his best to save

and preserve it.

The Phil Brinkman letters provided me with good background information

and the type of person he was.



Bl Henoll ///WL//}/
a{%/%pt/ % 413 g

WWC% g oy
it % %J il Wﬁ ﬁf

S’

@

ot

: 7/{/ hiecs /%%M ﬁ b A Z//Mm
4 ' 52776 5 & %—Zaﬁ//:é dg« ﬁ%ﬁz
- 5%‘60 s [ D b e e %
‘_4 /a;; /’;/ s [/j/ﬂj 2+ f%/fﬂg \Q/f/m P

A foride po, /co

W ﬂﬁ/‘%/ﬁ‘@(/ o/ J/M;ﬁ«,c Cofeereins
ﬂé(/T //4/71//? 4/”5/{(/: y SAPIE A QVW//,,//M WM/

S5 57‘/2///% [4/ T Nyt /%}" /ﬁ/—'
17 /// /t/ f"ﬁ,’/ﬁz/?wﬁf/ﬁf/f
7, i )/j‘/,{f;\ ——ﬁz(f %MGA[({‘( i

o _//":;‘r e ’/f//»:'/ ,l/‘*"”? N



/ “’”"/6’ [ S /vg 1€

0 =l //%4;{:«4/(/ ijﬂ%g

Q<\ /J/«r &ZZ’ Fr bee

e
,Wés_. \S':{QVQIHQM$M“_L

e EF 7 e A /7/"’//4/
57 12w = ‘ A/zww
/’Luﬁ 7Lr ,@(ﬂ//fy/c ﬁ Aﬁ’/
% N g I A /‘/‘/’ z ’jﬂ/
e Sl //!

& { {/ ,_L: Vo //” /c

Fllar™ Gzesefs s '
ﬁ//«{‘/j/zc(/w/ﬂ 4/°\ //”/ (//’/ e
/ /

— _t/' -
-—r‘ .
_ ol ok 3



A

__—-—’P'"

@ T/jz & /¢7¢/’Z{ %4/@( Fen X //%7"/ 4 r{(’
T /{%//C toc },%{zf/w 0/1/{*/ G s ﬁég oV E

S, M/Lm Toee Mfzz;/zi;@ﬁ n
Ly — O J//,:W/ ﬁ;/ao-— i
TS %ZL’ ’ QA{ ¥ ecates, N 4w 7 Z%

@ﬁ% o sy s g

4’5 4// = e [,z»’?e/

S w? Gd /OW %V/MM /5/%/0
et T ez i @/
W%M;Zgﬂf(/%o %ffv = |
/zm)x/ o e ,
T iy T A«w/
% et JorSls 2 %{z f %

A\i 700

[/{4; o2 % Sl Lova bw( /CQA/ ;":" d:&_ﬁaﬁ ﬂ/cé;\
/ M ? 7//‘%”4[“‘ M‘V%’ Zives ?_@L

- oA /fﬁ/?@« sed ¢ MJ%

,g//ff/& / ﬂjz//%/am ez (4 (. gd e 4/&?/ =/

/7/0 @gmg'/zg @/&m 6K ﬂmﬁf//yﬂ ) ey

F %iZa ~ ﬁg/ J?’ Sk %Mﬂ“ﬁ é‘“’ﬁj
71 ah C/ﬁ/ réfﬁ/ //4’4£§//‘Z@/ Loics //Vd/r/(///é'f

-
/dfaf»fff/ /7 ;:’f 2 7({’ 4/ 2/;{@/./_,«/%‘/ - Lt

&g Al Ein.
S c/\ Yore( LYo~ )~




Philip Brinkman was born in St. Louis, MO, 30 March 1916, and attended
three ‘fine’ art schools, Washington University School of Art, St. Louis,
American Academy of Fine Arts, Chicago, and the Grand Central Academy
of Arts, New York City. He was a master in painting any subject in a grand
mural scale, and he knew his painting style was the best. For a short time, he
was employed by advertising agencies in St. Louis and Chicago, then he hit
the open road. He admits he was a maverick, spent six years travelling
around the eastern seaboard painting, and drinking, then he was drafted into
the service, and had no place to fit. The Special Services was the only place an
artist fit in, and it was full of men producing local newsletters, cartoon art,
and training manuals. Brinkman was in a class by himself, stating — “They
were all round holes, and I was square or vice versa”, so I ended up with
guard duty or K.P. I was stationed at Davis-Monthan Army Air Field at
Tucson, Arizona, in mid 1942. I was stuck in an Air Force Guard Squadron,
so I immediately began to convince the Commanding Officer the base needed
some large mural art, and this eliminated the guard and K.P. duties. I
answered only to the C.O. and painted murals in the NCO mess, the officer’s
club, recreation hall, USO stage backgrounds, and just kept out of sight and
active. On 9 November 1943, the 486th Bomb Group arrived at Davis-
Monthan Field to begin B-24 training. The mural art of Brinkman was
everywhere and his creative talent caught the eye of Captain W. D. Howell,
Squadron Commander of the 834th Bomb Squadron. After meeting with Cpl.
Brinkman, Capt. Howell ask if he would like to become a member of his
squadron and paint nose art, but he would be required to leave for England
when the squadron finished their training. Phil wanted out of Davis-Monthan
and jumped at the chance to go overseas as a member of the 486th Bomb

Group. Capt. Howell arranged for a transfer under his command, and



Brinkman became a member of the 834th Bomb Squadron. This was where
the idea of B-24 ‘“Zodiac” Squadron all began at Tucson, Arizona, and

possibly two were painted.

* Here is a photo of "Aquaria."

The Zodiac ships and other 486 a/c
arrived at Sudbury, March 1944. The
Zodiacs arrived sans clothes of any
kind. For some reason the artist
had tc go back to his paint brushes
and put a few clothes on each. I
wish we could locate the talented
artist that did this work.

Harold N Love-486BG

(8th AF Album, pl59, 5-2/16 and
5-4/5 picture seven other Zodiacs.
We are still looking for Taurus,
Cancer, Scorpius and Pisces. Ed)

In 1982, Crew Chief Harold Love sent this information to the 8th A. F. News,
however it was only half right and half wrong. [B-24H-15-FO, serial 42-52545,
2S-M]



Pilot Lt. Sighrd L. Jensen Jr. Commander of B-24H-15 serial 42-52545, “M”,
confirmed his Liberator nose art was started at Davis-Monthan Field by Phil
Brinkman, but the water sign lady was never painted in the nude. This image
was taken in early March 1944, just before the air echelon moved to England.
The lady ‘“Aquaria” is wearing panties and bra for her trip using the southern

route to Africa, then north to England. The nose art was finished by



Brinkman at Sudbury, England, possibly the second ‘“Zodiac” painting
completed. The order of painting from this point on is unknown, but thirteen

were completed by July 1944. Two Leos, two Aries, and no Taurus.

—

This clear B & W image was sent to me by pilot Lt. Jensen Jr. in 1983.
On 24 May 1944, the 8th Air Force flew mission #367, and the Third Bomb
Division despatched 490 Liberator bombers on visual attacks of German

airfields around Paris. This was the 7th mission flown by the 486th Bomb



Group, who reported to their bomber stations at 04:25 hrs and started engines
10 minutes later. Take-off began at 05:00 hrs and 39 bombers were airborne
for St. Cyr, France Luftwaffe airfield led by Major Norton. Twenty-eight B-
24s hit the primary target and eleven hit the secondary target, dropping 33
tons of bombs. Pilot Jensen in Aquaria and pilot Macgill in Virgo flew next to
each other. They would remain true friends for the rest of their lives and
Jensen kept a copy of the Form 483 M, showing the tail view of the formation
to Paris on 24 May 1994. It contains a good amount of information on this one

mission. The copy was passed on for my research in 1983.
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Phil Brinkman was always seen carrying his sketch pad and when he saw
something he liked, or an idea came to him, he would stop and capture the
moment with his pencil. Later this sketch was turned into a beautiful painting.
I wonder who Verva Whitehorse was, and if her painting remains forgotten
on a wall in England today? Most of the B-24 Zodiac nose art began in his
sketch pad, which shows the amazing talent he processed in creating a nose
painting from a pilot’s simple idea, expressed to him at Sudbury, England. On
16 March 1981, Phil sent this sketch pad to Rob Arnold and ask him to donate
it to the 8™ Air Force Historical Society, where I guess it still remains? Bob

then made copies and sent them to me.



On 13 February 1984, my friend Charlie passed on the address of Zodiac
“Cancer” pilot Col. Harry Paynter, USAAF Retired, Arlington, Virginia.

R T B o B i 0 5 RS 500 P 30




When Harry Paynter talked with Phil Brinkman, they were standing in front
of his B-24H-15-FO, serial 42-52650, and Phil was sketching away as per
normal. Harry told him his sign was Cancer and he didn’t want a sexy nude,
but something with the crab sign. This is a copy of the very first sketch which
was rejected by pilot Paynter, for the simple reason it had two bombs. Phil
ripped the sketch out and gave it to him, then went to work on a crab holding

a single bomb and that was approved by Harry. The painting was completed



on his bomber just days before they would fly their very first mission, 7 May
1944. This date would also become the first day target #342, where over nine-
hundred 8™ Air Force bombers would attack Belgium, and only the second
time over 1,000 American fighters and bombers took to the air war over
Europe. Thirty-six B-24’s from the 486™ dropped 55 tons of bombs on Liege,
Belgium, and all returned safely to Sudbury, England.
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Harry Paynter believes these two images of fueling “Cancer” were taken on

the 5 May 1944, just two days before they flew their first mission. That gives a

little time frame for Brinkman’s painting of Cancer.

The 834 th Bomb Sgn. flew

its

It was a Sunday, and Harry Paynter
under the wing of his B-24 for the
near with his sketch pad and did a
him and he still has it today. The

Brinkman wrote —-— Paynter awaiting

4

firat operational mission on 7th May 1944.

the pilot of "Cancer" was waiting
gtart of the migsion. Brinkman was
sketch of Paynter which he gave to
above is a copy sent to me my Paynter.|

1 st. migsion. Sunday 7.



This “Taurus” the Bull drawing was on the back of the above Harry Paynter
sketch.

N

L

"wa q‘- -3“ - '~ |

" : v - ' - . -"r‘{q..
'3" .&“' P “5'
',\ / 4 H}.
] . v
—
20Diacg Ly "

il



The sixth mission was flown to Etampes Mondesir, France, on 23 May 1944,
and this slide image [showing six white bombs] was recorded by Col. Mark
Brown possibly that same day. Cancer was one of 465 Eighth Air Force B-24s
which struck the target, 39 from the 486™ B. G., who dumped 111 tons of
bombs on the target. This marked the first time 8 A.F. P-51 fighters [14
aircraft] escorted the American bombers to and from the target area, with one

fighter shot down.

The sketch of “Taurus” on the backside of the Harry Paynter [under wing
sketch], indicates Brinkman was painting his Taurus the Bull nose art around

the end of May 44.
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Brinkman began his Taurus nose art painting three times on three different
B-24s, but they never returned, and his bull art was never finished. Three of
his Taurus drawing images survive, two in his sketch book, and this is the
second, possibly done for his second attempt at painting his bomber nose. The
834 Bomb Squadron set an 8" Air Force record with no personnel or aircraft
lost on their first 100 missions. So, that means the three missing Taurus B-24
aircraft were possibly transferred to the other 486™ B. G. squadrons,

containing the Taurus half finished Zodiac nose art.



On 20 May 1944, two B-24s crashed on take-off, serial 726 and 691. This was
followed on 28 May 44, with two more lost to German anti-aircraft fire, 42-
52764 and 345. On 8 June 44, another B-24 crashed at Gosfield. I believe three
B-24s from the 834™ B. G. were transferred to other squadrons as
replacements and that is why they never returned. At least the Brinkman
sketch book contains a third, and the very best image of the missing ‘“Taurus”

the Bull looking down doing target study.
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BRINKMAN.

I recall this sketch was first believed to be a bombardier looking at his aiming

point, however it was also pointed out, the bull could also be a member of the
8™ A. F. photo interpreters doing target study. These members spent long

hours studying strike photo images [the reason for the pillow] and drawing



new target maps of Germany. Brinkman wrote the word “Hi!” I will leave the

final conclusion to readers.

These are 446 Bomb Group 8" A. F. photo interpreters at work conducting

“Target Study” in 1944. I believe the original pilot wanted to honor these men

and that is the reason behind the Brinkman sketch.

Between 1939 and 1945, five factories produced 18,482 Liberators which were
always being modified from time to time, and this needed some form of
overall control for identification. The factories assigned each bomber a set of
block numbers in multiples of five and this allowed for the later changes at

modification centers. The first assigned was the letter B- then 24- model H-



block number 15- and letters for plant it was constructed in. The five plants
were assigned letters which were applied to the identification code,
Consolidated/San Diego — CO, Consolidated/Fort Worth — CF, Douglas/Tulsa
— DT, Ford/Willow Run - FO, and North American/Dallas — NT. The 486™ B.
G. were assigned B-24H in olive and grey factory finish camouflage from
block 15 and later B-24J aircraft in natural metal finish. The 834™ Bomb
Squadron bomber aircraft were all assigned in camouflage paint and should
be identified by each identification number data stencil painted on the nose
area of each bomber. For some reason all these data sections, which were
painted on in the factory, were painted over when the aircraft arrived in

England.

This identification data block shows up many times in the image of the

aircraft nose art, but not in the 834™ Bomb squadron, and that caused

problems when two Leo images turned up.




The handwritfing was done bv Brinkman
ND ~ PATING MAZ 4. SEL4c
I-a9605 (RS-E)

B-2¢H—15-C

.
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PAINTED FiRsT By BRNKAPN -
% R 1T SER L. Y2-52768
B O R A Cf
HE LONGHAND NOTES WERE

ONE BY BRINKMAN

In 1981, Bob Arnold sent the above images to Phil Brinkman who wrote he
had painted both and he knew the pilot, but he had no idea why there were
two “Leo” nose art paintings on two different bombers, with the same pilot.

The answer would be contained in a Mark Brown 35 mm color slide.



This is possibly the second Zodiac painted by Brinkman in April 1944, with
serial 42-52768. She was a B-24H-15-FO, built at the Ford/Willow Run plant.
The third mission was flown on 23 May 44, and this image was taken by Mark
Brown on or after that date. The name Zodiac was never painted. The next

mission on 24 May, pilot William Hillfinger flew 42-52755, 2S-K, to Paris.



The painted over squadron 2S can be seen while the tail marking, X in square,
is that of the 493rd B. G. at Debach, England. Leo was just transferred and

has now completed 15 missions.




Phil Brinkman completes a new sketch for Hillfinger and a new sexy lady
appears with her Leo the Lion. Serial 41-29605, she is a B-24H-15-CF built at
Consolidated/Fort Worth.
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“SBUPFIRE EXTI. .GUISHER

B-24H-15-CF, serial 41-29517, what a beauty.






I must admit, I prefer the original sketch of the ‘“Twins”’ much better. B-24H-
15-CF, code 2S-D, pilot Fuller.

Scorpio B24H-15-FO, serial 42-52762. 2S-J, photos sent to Bob Arnold by Phil

Brinkman.






FIREEXTIwGUISHER

Phil Brinkman images — sent to Bob Arnold 27 March 1981.
The Official 834™ Squadron “Scorpion” Insignia was adopted after the end of
the war, May or June 1945. At the 11 June 45, Victory Party Program, a
Brinkman sketch appeared, plus a cloth badge of the Scorpion design. [Sketch
from 1983 — Bob Arnold]




I am positive this was the Brinkman nose art sketch, which was later adopted
as the official 834™ Badge or Insignia. The cloth badge was submitted from a
Tech/Sgt. in the Administration staff by name of George Bollington, who also

flew as a tail gunner. Brinkman confirmed his original sketch in March 1981

letter to Bob Arnold.
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Information for historians. This is the only 486" Squadron Insignia created
from an original Phil Brinkman nose art sketch, which became B-24H nose
art. I feel this insignia should be credited to artist Phil Brinkman and I don’t

care who submitted the design [copied] or whatever. It’s Brinkman copyright.
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Libra, B-24H-15-FO, serial 42-29605. 2S-E, pilot Lt. Foy.
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B-24H-15-FO, “Ding Dong Daddy from Dixie’’ had completed two missions.
Top of bomb on left.
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DATE COTARGET "L‘EAD‘ER -
{27 4a éu:usz BELGUM [T cOL oveRmg | 0 |
S.peo4d ,Bﬂuss{Ls Bf;i.oiw BT COL Mﬁmﬁ
©044 | LAON/COUVRON FRANCE |MAJ NORTON |

44 [ CHAUMONT FHANCE - leapT URLE
2044 |LEGE BELOWM LT COL OVERING |

344 [ETAMPES MONOESIA Fit |EAPT CORMIER
44 {ST CYR A/F FRANCE  [MAJ NOATON
2544 [MONTGHIES BLLGIUM  |WAJ THOMPSON |

: M:wowrw FRANCE AT LE
2544 [WUTZIKENDORE GERMANY [CAPT HOWELL
2644 [POLITZ GEAMANY LY COL OVERING
4 [MUNSTER GERMANY  [CAPT NEWMAR
3144 (JEMELLE BELGUM  [MAJ NORTON
T4 :)QRETAUNI FRANCE  [MA,

Louis Armstrong recorded “I’m A Ding Dong Daddy from Dumas” in July
1930, and the hit was re-recorded by other famous artists during the war
years. The song title was altered to appear as nose art on B-24H-15-FO, serial
42-52744, and became “Ding Dong Daddy from Dixie.” When Brinkman
began his nose art painting of Capricorn, the B-24 had flown [painted two
bombs] two missions, which possibly indicates the date around 11 May 1944.
During this period the 483" did not fly any missions for nine straight days,
which was a perfect time for aircraft painting. Brinkman then painted five
more mission bombs, for a total of seven. As Brinkman completed his painting
the bomber had flown thirteen missions, with a possible date around early

June 1944.

This is the only group of photos which gives a possible time-frame for starting
and completing a B-24 nose painting by Brinkman in England. I believe Phil
worked on two or three nose art paintings at one time, walking back and forth
from bomber to bomber. It appears an aircraft oil painting took from seven to

ten days to complete, using regular brush and standard oil paints.
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Painting notes from letter 10 November 1986, last letter received from Robert
Arnold.



The fine art of Phil Brinkman created for the crew, who picked ‘“their”

design, and the women portrayed as they wanted her topless, but as Phil
stated — “In good taste.” This painting was created on an aircraft outdoors, in
the “real” world of England at war, not in the safe confines of some art
community in the United States. It was created to show the appealing image of
a half-women, because the crew wished to claim her as their good-luck lady,
and also attract the attention of other 8" Air Force bomber crews. It boosted

morale for thousands of Americans, plus Allied aircrews who flew off and



never returned to base. It was not created in today’s high society warped
fashion world of stone faced, robotic, starved girls, or in a distorted feminism
idea which Hollywood has created due to male control, power, and sex. It was
created by a rigorously trained artist who was a genius in painting a rich
technique, but today bureaucrats are afraid to show this ‘fine’ nose art to
children in our military museums. Horse ‘“Apples.” It’s the very same as

‘family approved’ nude fine art.




Sagittarias, B-24H-15-CF, serial 41-29400, pilot Reed, one of 738 built by
Consolidated at Fort Worth, but her nose art spelling should read
SAGITTARIUS. Brinkman later corrected the spelling.

Did Brinkman paint twelve or thirteen Zodiac B-24H nose art images during

WWII?



A ‘1 42-52303/52776 - Ford B-24H-15-F0 Liberator

)
B-24H-15-FO [Ford built] Serial 42-52765, the first Brinkman “ARIES.” .
This image was submitted to Lt. Col. John H. Woolnough in 1976,
for publication of this 8" Air Force Photo Album book, completed |

in 1978. Photo credit— Michalczyk 486" B. G.

I
“Aries” B-24H-15-FO, serial 42-52693, being painted by Brinkman in early July |
1944. Captured on 35 mm slide film by Mark Brown. ‘

Phil Brinkman started his Zodiac paintings in Tucson at Davis Monthan, and
then concluded his nose art painting at Sudbury, England, around early July
1944. When the 486™ Bomb Group were assigned bombers they received
aircraft from the Ford production plant B-24H-15-FO, between serial 42-
52303 to 42-52776, which constructed 1,780 B-24H models. Other aircraft
assigned came from the Consolidated plant at Fort Worth, where 738 B-24H-
15-CF models were constructed with the 486™ assigned block H-15 within
serial numbers between 41-29336 to 41-29606.



The B-24H was the first model Liberator to be equipped with an electric nose
turret on the production line. In 1976, Lt. Col. John H. Woolnough received
the above [right] image of B-24H, serial 42-52765, from a Mr. Michakczyk of
the 486™ B. G. The image was taken at Tucson, when the new B-24H bombers
were being painted by Brinkman, and it was identified as the first ‘“‘Aries.”
This image appears to be a very new B-24H with the factory chalk marks still
present on the nose area. This bomber arrived in Sudbury, England, on 24
March 1944, and flew with the 486™ B. G. on 7 May 1944. While the lettering
and Ram painting clearly show the style of Phil Brinkman, he could never
recall ever painting this nose art. This research was conducted back in 1981-
1984 and both Roland A. Andrews [486™ B. G. expert in England] and Bob
Arnold [tail-gun] expressed to me that Brinkman had a drinking problem,
and that is why he could not recall some historical things, which he called
“nit-picking.” At one time the 833" Squadron was formed as a special “Lead
Crew” Pathfinder Squadron, and a few Zodiac bombers were transferred,

and I believe this involved the first painted Aries 42-52765.
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The 833rd in essence
became a double Squadron...”

Qur thatks to Col. LIONEL CORMICR, USAF (Ret.), for the historically

significant information included in fus letter to readers of the 0% W Newsletler
"As a Major, he was Commanding Officer of the 833 Pathfinder Squadron.

In the earlier days of the now 486 Bomb Group Association, | received a
mailing which included a rosier of former 486 Bomb Group members with their
current addresses. My name appeared on this list (furnished by whom 1 de not
know). Following this [ received letters “out of the blue” from former assoriites
and acquaintances which I appreciated very muzh. So, os sort of a return favor,
I am giving you this experience of receiving u letter “out of the blue.” '

By way of introduction, i was a “charter member” of the 486 Bomb.-Group
as the first CO of the £33rd Bomb Squadron. I served in that capacity from.
Tucson (OTU) to Sudbury (combat) until January 1945 when | returned te the

- U.S. on "flak leave” after my first tour of 25 ISsI0Ns. i;()g)min;,,f back i Feb-
ruary 1945 for a second tour, T then served s Group Operations Officer until
shortly after VE Day when I was transferred with a cadre of 8th Air Force Offi-
cers destined for the 20th Air Force in Guam. ' :

The "charter membership” I mention above cah be traced to its embryonic
stage in the 80th Bemb Squadron, 45th Bomb Group (A-20's) where 1 reported
here ot Grenier Field, Manchester, N.H. in December 1941 to then Capt.

OVERING, Squadron CO in a group of eight pilots, the first to be assigned to
thet cutfit. The 80th Bomb Squadron was the basic source for the nucieus
which provided the leadership of the 486 Bomb Croup. Griginal members of the
80th Bomb Squadron were Overing (later 488 Bomb Group CO), Dick Uble (la-
ter 486 Group Air Exec. Officer;) and myself (later 532 Bomb Squadron O and
486 Bomb Group Operations Officer). The 80th Bomb Sauadron was later do-
signated the 9th Anti-sub squadron, greatly ¢xpanded, converied in suscession
to B-18's, B-25's and B-24’s and moved to a series of bases {rom Dover, Del.,
Langley Field, Va., Miami, Fla., Trinidad, B.W.L and back. The entire cadre of
air leadership of the 486 Bomb Group emanated from this outfit,

My purpose in writing is several fold. First, I want to express my apprecia-
tion and extend my congratulations for the wonderful work the Association is
doing in perpetuating the history and memory of the great 486th. I have been
kept in touch by CHARLIE MACGILL, your 834th representative (a co-pilot of
mine v.ay before the birth of the 486th) and ED COGAN (former 833 Opera-
tions NCO) who have attended all reunions. And, aboye all, by the Newsletter
which is getting to be great and really professiona), It is something I enjoy find-
ing in my mailbox — which leads to my second reason for writing,

The spirit of comradeship and enthusiasm which the newsletter exudes is.
gelting to me. As a resulit, I am coming out of hiding and joining as a regular
dues paying member. By separate letter I am mailing a check to McCabe for
formal enrcl’ment. > i

Last, as long as I decided to write I thought I might as well inject a smail
note of history from first hand knowledge.

I am pleased to note that the sobriquet attached to the 833rd is “Pathfin-
der.” This is most appropriate as it focuses on the unigue role of the 833rd
which distinguished it from all the other squadrons. When radar bombing ad-




varced to the point where miasions could be flovm regardless of weather condi-
tions over the targew, each moup in the Bth Air Foree was ordered to form o
Pathfinder Squadron. This task and honor went to the 833rd. The significince
of this was thut the 8%3rd in esgonee n*;\mu' a4 deable squadron with two Ops
sections — one Pathfinder and one normal, More tuportant, all lead aireraft
were placed i the BiGed for maintenanee ,mﬁ supervision and training of all
lead crews becane the responstoitity of the 833rd. The objective of all efforts in
the 8th AY of ground and air ;’;ﬁf"-azn-fwi were geared to geiting bombs on the
target. In that success w that ens woe Jduectly related to !he p*‘u icwerdy and
performance of the lead crews and n~ aircrafl, the unique rols of the 833rd
should be ob:vious. However, to this day 1 believe many members of the groun
did not rédlize this. That is w}w I would ke o see the sebriguet “Puthfinder”
perpetually attached to the 235rd,

One more remark — vour rundown on the evolution of the £338rd patch was

accurate to the letter. Al T did was w tell Capt MORRTS, 52, to come up with
something in the way of 2 gquﬁdr”m insignia. He and his men did all the rest. |
was exceptionally pleased with t.h“ resultent product, T still have an original as
the centerpiece of a plague in my “war rcom” — my den at home,
[Signed) LIONEL J. CORMIER, Col. USAF (Ret))
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NOT HARD TO TAKE — She might be "Hard t’ get but she's not hard to take'
PHIL BRIN iﬁMA- 'S interest in the signs of the’ éom:ac waned long enough for
Hifm to complete this beauty with the twin4ds for some fortunste mmbat crew.
Does anybody out there have a masterpmce similar to this painted on the fuszl-

age of a B—l?" ?




s ;__) ‘, _ | 27 MARCH 1981
f i y
o /., (. ./ BOBARNOLD RECEIVED
LT e 4 b_ ) _: “f“ . PHOTO OF “HARD T” GET”
Lot o FROM PHIL BRINKMAN.

From the private collection of Phil Brinkman.
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H. This nose art was completed for another squadron and for that reason

Brinkman would chage $40 to $50 to the members of the 535" Squadron.

This replica painting was started in Mexico in the winter of 2014, however I

have not yet finished it. It was painted on the original B-24J skin from serial
42-78579, which served as a training bomber at Walla Walla Army Air Base,
Walla Walla, Washington. On Sunday, 30 September 1944, it was on a night
training flight when the crew of six flew into the 5,500 ft. summit of Mission

Ridge and all perished. In July 2013, Mack Parkhill’s brother and grandson



hiked to the site of the crash and recovered a few sections of original
Liberator skin. Two skin panels were mailed to me, and on one, I completed a
reproduction of Charlie Macgill’s “VIRGO for his friend Mack Parkhill. This
is the unfinished second panel, which I have dedicated to nose artist Phil
Brinkman and to the original crew of six who were Kkilled in the mountain

crash 30 September 1944.

While I do not have the talent of Phil Brinkman, I hope it gives some idea of
what the little red haired lady with two six shooters [pair of 44s] looked like.
Pun fully intended.
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The summary of 486™ Bomb Group B-24 missions in WWII, the last flown in

Liberators.

It is believed fourteen [confirmed 13] of these B-24 Liberators

carried nose art painted by Phil Brinkman. They attacked the ball-bearing

industry and airfields in S/W Germany, 8" A. F. Mission #486, same as the
bomb group. On 1 August 1944, the 486™ B. G. began flying the B-17G from



block 75-BO, and new Brinkman nose art would appear on at least eleven

Flying Forts in the 486™.

Next time, part three......

PART THREE

PHIL BRINKMAN
AND HIS B-176

NOSE ART

' U.S. ARMY - MODEL B-17G-80-BO
| AIR FORCES SERIAL NO.43- ‘3814‘)
CREW WEIGHT 1200 LIS.




